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Summary

In understanding the relationship between humans and smallpox, we need to consider that humans had suffered
from this virus for 2,000 years and had made great efforts to bring this pathogen under control. Taking this into
consideration, we might be able to understand the proper course of prophylaxis and therapy of today’s infectious
diseases.

It was a great achievement for Dr. Jenner to have discovered a vaccination for the prevention of smallpox,
because it was the first time that a vaccination intervened directly in the process of an infectious disease, leading
to its prevention. Smallpox was eradicated from the world by vaccination, which is no longer performed at present.

Many vaccines against various pathogens have been developed and are used for prevention of infectious
diseases. However, vaccination does not necessarily eliminate all pathogens. It should be noted that vaccination
may modify the pathologic process of infectious diseases, and cause new diseases.

When new vaccine develops in the future, we should pay attention to its demerits as well as its merits.
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