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A Study for Understanding of Environment in Childhood.

Rieko Nagai® - Mitsutoshi Kawai*

Abstract

The fundamental aim of early childhood education is to develop young children through their environment.
Especially, things surrounding them, such as natural environment are the most important to develop their
characters and personalities. We can see this point in the basic ideals of early childhood education in the course
of Study for Kindergarten (MEXT 2018).

We (Nagai and Kawai)have been studying to make sure and prove it mentioned above for young children(3-5
years old kindergarteners)how to take in an interest and a curiosity from their surrounding environment.

One day, we took them to the fields and handed cameras each asking them to take photographs what they
were Interested in. They took digital photos a lot. Ever since we have had the presentations at the conferences
(USEYC)once a year.

As the result of investigations from photos taken by young children, we have understood well how to
recognize about their surrounding environment.

Young children have two points of view to their natural surrounding environment. One is the view to get the
whole near by in the fields such as plants, trees, flowers, fruits, vegetables, etc. Another is to get the part. We
have therefore proved that young children get the confined perspective first, then get wide view gradually.

At the same time, they are also able to obtain a sense of beauty from their surrounding natural environment.

We have found that developing their interest and curiosity about their surrounding natural environment, it is
necessary to give them many opportunities and enough time to recognize and enjoy nature.
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