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MISCELLANEOUSTHOUGHTSON

"SILASMARNER"

YukiyeKiriyama

ICanSilasBeaMiser？

GeorgeEliot'slettersprovideuswiithherinitialmotiivewhichdroveherto

write"SilasMarnsr."Shedeclaresasfallowsonpage382ofTheGeorgeEliot's
Letters:Vol・Ill(byProf.Haight,YaleUniversityPress):

Itcametomefirstofall,quitesuddenly,asasortoflegendarytale,
suggestedbymyrecollectionofhavingonce,inearlychildhood,seena
linen-weaverwithabagonhisback;but,asmyminddweltonthe
subject,Ibecameinclinedtoamorerealistictreatment．(P.382)

First,atatime,sheattemptedtowrite"SilasMarner"inverse,butfinally
shecompleteditinprosefiction,asitisseentoday・Yes,indeed,thereare
somewhatfairy,tale-likeelementsinit,perhapsdueotth2originationofthis
story,asisseenintheabovequotation・Forinstance,Eppierollsdownfromthe

bosomofitsmotherlyinginthesnow,toddlesthroughthesnow,tooskillfully,up
totheSilas'scottage.ItisnobodyelsebutthisveryEppiewhoredeemsSilasto

hisformerwholesomehumanbeing.Takingjustthisincident,Ithink,theauthor.

usingthischanceincident,madeoutastorywithahappyending,andthis
makingout-a-story-attitudehardlyappealstousasarealisticnovel.

Thisauthor,however,ir¥Chapter17of"AdamBede,"hasdeclaredasfollows:

Butithappens,onthecontrary,崖thatmystrongesteffortistoavoidany
sucharbitrarypicture,andtogiveafaithfulaccountofmenandthings
astheyhavemirroredthemselvesinmymind.Themirrorisdoubtless
defective;theoutlineswillsometimesbedisturbed,thereflectionfaintor
confused;butIfedasmuchboundtotellyouaspreciselyasIcanwhat
thatreflectionis,asifIwereintheWitness-boxnarratingmyexperience
onoath.

Thispassageiswellknown,andsheherself,nodoubt,madepainstakingeffortsto

liveuptothestandardshehadsetupforherself・Eveninthis"AdamBede,"however,

theauthorfailshereandthere,goingintotooidealisticdelineationofAdemBede

andDinahMorris,twomaincharactersofthenovel.Furthermoreinconstruction,
ofplots,wecanfindtreatmentsfarfromrealistic.Evenso,theauthorsparesno
effortstowardsthegoalsheisstrivingfor.Nowonder,in"TheLiftedVeil,"a
shortstoryfollowing"AdamBede,"herrealistictreatmentofthecharactersin

theirpsychologicalaspectsimprovedconsiderably.
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FurtherinIhenextnovel,"TheMillontheFloss,"sheputsmuchofher

autobiographicalelementsintothgfemalemaincharacter，Maggie，thusgiving

vividdelineationandatthesametime,showingtheauthor'sfirmerstepstowards

arealisticwriter.

GeorgeEliot'srealismhadshowngradualprogresstillshewrote"TheMillon

theFloss,，,butdiditexhibitfurtheradvancemthellex［novel，‘‘SilasMarner'，？

Itseemsthateveryonedoesnotnecessarilynodtothisquestion.Idonotintend

heretoanswer"yes"or"no."NeitheramIsatisfiedwithjustthosecriticisms

dependentontheimpi'essionsonthenovel.Inthetreatmentofthisproblem,1would
liketoexaminethecontentsoftheworkmaterially,andstudythemminutely,in

justthesamewayaswetreatmanyotherliteraryproblems.

Inthispaper,Idecid3dtotakeupSilas,themostimportantcharacterof

thenovel,andstudyhowtheauthorisdelineatinghim.Uponfurtheringmy

studyIhavecometonoticethatthereisatleastoneconsiderablybigdiscrepancy

betweenmypointofviewandthoseofourvariouspredecessorsmainlyonSilas's
characteritselfanditsdevelopment・FirstIwillpresenttheopinionsofour

bredecessors.

JoanBennett's"GeorgeEliot,HerMindandHerArt"(theUniversityPress,

Cambridge)givesusthefollowingstatementonpage131:

ThestoryofTheWeaverofRaveloeisapoeticconceptionanditwasin

thislightthatGeorgeEliotherselfthoughtofherstoryofaman,simple

andtrustingbynature,who,bythedeliberateactofafalsefriend,is
accusedandconvictedoftheft.Heissunderedfromthecommunityin

whichhewasrootedanddeprivedatoneblowofhisfaithinmanand

God---forhisguilthadbeen'proved'bythesimplemethodofdrawinglots

andheandhisco-religionistsbelievedthatthedivinehandwouldpoint

outthesinner.Isolatedfromhiskind,hegoestoliveamongstrangers,

andgiveshearttothelonelyaccumulatonofgold.Thenheisdrawnback
intothehealth-givinglifeofthecommunitvbyachild.(p.131)

Tome,thefollowingstatementtakenoutoftheabovequotation,

"ThestoryofTheWeaverofRaveloeisapoeticconception,"too,presents,

moreorless,aproblem,butIwillnottouchitnow.Iwillrathertakeupthe

followingpart,alsotakenoutoftheabovequotation,"…giveshishearttothe

lonelyaccumulationofgold:"thatistosay,IhaveaquestiononthisviewofJoan

Bennett'sconcerningthepsychologicalaspecesofSilas'smindwhenhewas

spendingalonelylifeinRaveloe.NextIwillciteanotherpredecessor'sstudyon

thesamepoint.

Thefirsteditionof"MarianEvansandGeorgeEliot,ABiography"(Oxford

UniversityPress)byLawrenceandElisabethHansonwaspublishedin1952,9刀．
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onpage238ofthesamebookisstaled(hefollowing:

Fortunately,shedidnotcarryoutherthreattowriteSilasMarner

inverse,butherconceptionofthestoryisapoeticone,andthediscipline

ofverseremainsinherprosetreatmentofit・Thestoryisimprobableand
sentimental---9ilas,embitteredbytreacheryandinjustice,turnsmiserand
asolitarybutisbroughtbacktohappinessandusefulnessinthecorporate
lifebyagirlchildbftonhisdoorstep---butitissavedbythispoetic
conceptionandtreatment,(p.238)

Inthispassage,Ispeciallywanttomakemuchoftheportion,"Silas,embitter-

edbytreacheryandinjustice,turnsmiser…Thisistheverypointidentical

toJoanBennett's"giveshishearttoIhelonelyaccumulationofgold,"andthe

bothpartsexplainwhattheSilas'sstateofmindwasafterhecametoliveat

RaveloeandtillhefoundEppieandwasredeemedtothehealthfulcommunitylife.

First,Iexaminedwhetherornottherewasanyimportantdifferencebetweenthese

twointerpretations;thatis,betweenJoanBennett's"giveshisheartto､thelonely

accumulationofgold"andMr.andMrs.Hanson's"turnsmiser,"butitwasa

diffcultquestiontosolve.SoIhavemadeupmymindtotakeintoconsideration

whatsomeotherscholarsaresayingaboutthematter.

Asmydoubtandinterestinthispointincreased,Iwantedtostudythe

opinionsofsomeotherleadingstudentsofGeorgeEliotandreachedthefollowing

results:

Thequotationbelowwascitedfrompage60of"TheNovelsofGeorgeEliot"

byJeromeThale(ColumbiaUniversityPress,1959):

Silasisfirstseenasamemberofagrubbydissentingchapel.Hisbest

friendfalselyaccuseshimoftheft,thecongregationexpelshim,andhe

loseshisfaithandbecomesamiser・Afterfifteenyearsofisolationhe

findsEppieandisredeemedbyhisloveforher.(p.60)

Furthermore,wefindthefollowingstatementonpaĝ 121of"GeorgeEliot"

byWalterAlhn(WeidenfddandNicolson,1964):

Unwittingly,Marneriscaughtinthe"strange11刀geringechoesofthe

olddemonworship"ofthevillagers.Hisverystrangenessmakeshiman

objectofsuperstitiousfear,andforwantofanalternative,hebecomesa
miser,(p.121)

Theabovematerialsarerathernew,thatis,publishedrecently.Thefollowings

aresomtwhatoldones.

Thefollowingquotationwastakenoutofpage191of"GeorgeEliot"byBlanche

ColtonWilliams(MacmillanCo.,1936):
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TheweaverofRaveloehaschangedfromthespiritualitymindedmember
oftheMethodistLittleBethelofLanternYardtothemiserwhosesole

objectinlifeistoaddtohisgoldhoard.Buthisformerlyaffectionate
natureisrestoredthroughEppie;intherestorationisclearhisconstant

characteristic:Silasneededanobjectonwhichtosupporthistimorous,
falteringnature,(p.191)

ThelastpuotationIciteisthefollowingtakenfrompageXXXVIII-XXXIXof

"AGeorgeEliotDictionary"byI.G.MudgeandM.E.Sears(GeorgeRoutledgo

andSons,1924):

WithallfaithinbothGodandmanutterlyshattered,hehadwandered

toRaveloe,wherehehadsettlednearsomedesertedstonepits.Though

awedbyhiscatalepticattacks,thevillagerswouldhavetakenhiminto
theirlife,buthisnumbedinindandsoulwereincapableofresponding.His
oneemotionisloveofthegoldinwhichhisunremittingtoilispaid,and

hisonepleasureishandlingthisgoldafterhisworkisdone.(p.38-9)

I'vegivenintheabovesixquotationstoshow-Silas'sstateofmindinthe

periodoffirstfifteenyearsinRaveloe.Now,fourofthemareusingtheword

"miser"toexpressSilas'sstateofmindinthisperiod,whileoneofthetwoleft

isusingth'̂followingphrase,"giveshishearttothelonelyaccumulationofgold,"

andtheother,theclause,"Hisoneemotionisloveofthegold…Recognizing

thusfarIwasdriventofindoutexactlywhateachofthesetwowords,"miser"

and"gold,"means,andIcitedthedictionaries,gettingholdofthefollowingresults:
~

Miser:

(a)P.0.D.

p.502

(b)Webster

P.1442

Personwhohoardsinsteadofusingmonev

(2)ameangraspingperson;esp:apersonwholives

miserablyinordertohoardhiswealth(theunenjoying
-'streasures--S.T.Coleridge)

(a--whoinheritedafortunebutlivesinashantv)

(c)TheCenturyD.vol.I

p.1070Awretchedorunhappyperson;awretch,orcontempti-

bleperson;now,onewholivesinwretchedcircum-
stancesinordertosaveandhoardmoney;ameanly

penurioushoarderofwealth;aniggardly,avaricious

person.

(d)N.E.D.VI

p.509 Onewhohoardswealthandlivesmiserablyinorder!o
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increasehishoard.Also,inwideruse,an

avaricious,graspingperson,aniggard.
Gold:

(a)P.O.D.

p.344Preciousyellownon-nistingmalleableductilemetal:coins
ofthis,wealth;

(b)Webster

p、9742a(1):goldcoins(2):agoldpieceb:money,riches

Cc)TheCenturyD.vol.I

p.666coinmadeofgold;hence,money;wealth;

(d)N、E.D.TV

p.278(2)Thdmetalregardedasavaluablepossessionor

employedasamediumofexchange;hence,goldcoin;
also,inrhetoricaluse,moneyinlargesums,wealth.

When[ponderontheabove-sitatedmeaningsofthesetwowords,"miser"and

"gold,"mymindwondersifthoseabove-mentionedsixcharacterdelineationsof

SilasMarnerinthisperiodistrueornot.

Theauthorseemstohavedelineatdvariouscharactersinthisnovel,"Silas

Marner,"considerablyrealisticallywhenexaminedminutely,thoughthework

itselfisfairlyromantic・Icross-examinedtheauthor'sdelineationofthischaracter,

SilasMarner,andIwouldliketobelievethattheauthorliadrealized,toacertain

extent,heridealtowritearealisticnovel.

Now,aquestionariseswhethertheauthorhaswritten,sonewhereinthe

novel,orastothechangeofSilas'sstateofmind,thatSilasisamiser,orsome

suchpassagesorwords.ThenIexaminedthisworkalloveragainindetail,and

foundthattheword"miser"isusedtwiceandtheword"miserliness,"once.･Let

mestudythemonebyoneasfollows:(QuotationsarefromtheEveryman'sLibrary
Edition.)

Howwasitthathe,DunstanCass,whohadoftenheardtalkofMaimer's

mislrliness,hadneverthoughtofsuggestingtoGodfreythatheshould
frightenorpersuadetheoldfellowintolendingthemoneyontheexcellent
securityoftheyoungSquire'sprospects？（p、42）

Itis,ofcourse,nottheauthor'sdescriptionofMarner,butthevillagers'

rumor,thatMarnerisamiser,andDunstanknewofthisrumor:thoughtheword

"miserliness"isusedinthenarrativepartofthebook.

Doubtless,hehadmadehisobservationswhenhesawMarneratthedoor.

Anybodymightknow---andonlylookathim---thattheweaverwasa

half-crazymiser.Itwasawonderthepedlarhadn'tmurderedhim;men
ofthatsort,withringsintheirears,hadbeenknownformurderersoften

andoften-(p、84)
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Thisisagainnottheauthor'sdescription,butthevillagers'supposition,made,

whenMarnerwasrobbedofhismcneyandwenttothevillagersforhelp,onone

ofthoseincrediblepeddlers;thatis,thathemusthavecalledonMarner'scottage

andconsideredhim"ahalf-crazymiser"withplentyofmoneystoredsomewhere,

andsohemusthavostolenthatmoney,andsoonandsoon.Thispassagelooks

asthoughtheauthor'snarrative,butinreality,whatthevillagerstitoughtand

talkedar℃ingeniouslywovenintothenarrative;theauthorneverassertsthat

Marnerisamiser.

Thismorninghehadbeentoldbysomeofhisneighboursthatitwas
NewYear'sEve,andthathemustsitupandheartheoldyearrungout

andthenewrungin,becausethatwasgoodluck,andmightbringhis

moneybackagain.ThiswasonlyafriendlyRaveloc-wayofjestingwith
thehalf-crazyodditiesofamiser,butithadperhapshelpedtothrow
Silasintoamorethanusuallyexcitedstate.(p.150)

Inthiscase,too,thedelineationofSilasasamiserisnotduetotheauthor's

ideabutthevillagers'interpretationofMarner.

Inthisnovelwefindtheword"miser"onlyinthesethreeinstances.We

observethatMarnermusthaveappearedamiserandevenactedone,indeed.In

ordertobeatruemiser,however,itisnotenoughforamantoactandappear

likeamiser.Nevertheless,thevillagerswereintentontalkingofhimasamiser.

Herewemustadmitthattheauthordelineatedthevillagers'talksastheirtalks,

justastheyweretalking.I'orthisnoveltobeatrulyrealisticnovel,itwas

neo3ssaryfortheauthortoliavoexpressedanddelineatedevensuchrumorsofthe

villagers,justasIheywerebeingaired.

Iwonder,though,whyallthecriticshaveadoptedthisMarner-being-a-miser

view,establishedsolelyonthevillagers'impressionsonhim,andhavewrittenthat

heisamiser・Entertainingsuchadoubtinmind,Iexaminedcloselythedescriptions

onMarnerinthenovel,studyingandtryingtofindaitwhetherornottheauthors'

mightypenmighthaveleftsuchtracesassuggestingMamer'sbeingsomewhat

likeamiser,ifnotaltogetheramiseritself.Thefollowingsarcmyreportsonthis:

Heseemedtoweave,likethespider,frompureimpulse,withoutreflection.

Everyman'swork,pursuedsteadily,tendsinthiswaytobecomeanend
initself,andsotobridgeoverthelovelesschasmsofhislife・Silas's

handsatisfieditselfwiththrowingtheshuttle,andhiseyewithseeingthe

littlesquaresintheclothcompletethemselvesunderhiseffort.Thenthere
werethecallsofhunger;andSilasinhissolitude,hadtoprovidhisown

breakfast,dinner,andsupper,tofetchhisownwaterfromthewell,and
puthisownkettleonthefire;andalltheseimmediatepromptingshelped,

alongwiththeweaving,toreducehislifetotheunquestioningactivity

ofaspinninginsect,(p.18-9)
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HereinthispassageisdescribedthepictureofSilas'sweavingtheclothwith

nomatterofconcernwhatsoever,asinnocentlyasitcanbedonefrominstinct.He

hadneitherambitionnoratraceofavariceonmoney.

ButatlastMrs.Osgood'stable-linenwasfinished,andSilaswaspaid
ingold.Hisearningsinhisnativetown,whereheworkedforawholesale

dealer,hadbeenafteralowerrate:hehadbeenpaidweekly,andofhis

weeklyearningsalargepropertinhadgonetoobjectsofpietyandcharity.
Now,forthefirsttimeinhislife,hehadfivebrightguineasputintohis

hand;nomanexpectedashareofthem,andhelovednomanthathe

shouldofferhimashare.Butwhatweretheguineastohimwhosawno

vistabeyondcountlessdaysofweaving？ItwasneedlessfOrh皿toaSk

that,foritwaspleasanttohimtofeeltheminhispalm,andlookattheir
brightfaces,whichwereallhisown:itwasanotherelementoflife,like

theweavingandthesatisfactionofhunger,subsistigquitealooffromthe

lifeofbeliefandlovefromwhichhehadbeencutoff.Theweaver'shand

hadknownthetouchofhard-wonmoneyevenbeforethepalmhadgrown

toitsfullbreadth;fortwentyyears,mysteriousmoneyhadstoodtohimas

thesymbolofearthlygood,andtheimmediateobjectoftoil.Hehadseemed

toloveitlittleintheyearswheneverypennyhaditspurposeforhim;for

helovedthepurposethen.Butnow,whenallpurposewasgone,thathabit

oflookingtowardsthemoneyandgraspingitwithasenseoffulfilledeffort

madealoamthatwasdeepenoughfortheseedsofdesire;andSilaswalked

homewardacrossthefieldsinthetwilight,hedrewoutthemoneyand

thoughtitwasbrighterinthegatheringgloom,(p.19-20)

Idaredtoquoterathertoolongapassagehere，Why？Howexmsitethe

psychologicaldelineationpresentedhereofSilas'sdelicatefeelingtowardsthe

guineaas.Itiscertainlyworthnoticing.Inotherwords,Silas'sloveoftheguineas

wasnotofamiserbutoffargentler,innocentemotionofachild.Itmightbe

probableforthoseignorantvillagerstohaveconsideredSilasamiser,unawareof

thosesubtleworkingsofSilas'spsychology,butforuswhoareengagedinliterary

studies,itismostimportanttobemoreattentiveonthispoint.

Silasnowfoundhimselfandhiscottagesuddenlybesetbymotherswho

wantedhimtocharmawaythewhooping-cough,orbringbackthemilk,
andbymenwhowantedstuffagainsttherheumaticsortheknotsinthe

hands;and,tosecurethemselvesagainstarefusal,theapplicantsbrought

silverintheirpalms.Silasmighthavedrivenaprofitabletradeincharms

aswe11asinhissmalllistofdrugs;butmoneyonthisconditionwasno

temptationtohim:hehadneverknownanimpulsetowardsfalsity,andhe
droveoneafteranotherawaywithgrowingirritation,forthenewsofhim

asawisemanhadspreadeventoTarley,anditwaslongbeforepeople

ceasedtotakelongwalksforthesakeofaskinghisaid・Hitthehopein
hiswisdomwasatlengthchangedintodread,fornoonebelievedhimwhen

hesaidheknewnocharmsandcouldworknocures,andeverymanand
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womanwhohadanaccidintoranewattackafterapplyingtohim,set
themisfortunedowntoMasterMamer'sill-willandirritatedglances.

(p.21-2)

ThemostnoteworthyportioninthisparagraphisthatSilas,takingadvantage

ofthevillagers'ignorance,could"havedrivenaprofitable"businessincharmsand

drugs,andthusearnedplentyofmoney,butheneverbecameinclinedtodoso.

Ifhehadeverbeenamiserintheslightest,hewouldhavebeengreedyoverthe

profits.Ofccurse,itwillbeanotherstoryifamiseristobedefinedasaperson

whodetestsfalsemeansofaccumulatingprofits,andisonlyeagertohoardriches.

Itseemstomethatthereisnodoubtthattheauthorhadnotmadesuchadistinction

onthedefinitionof"miser"・Sheusedtheword"miser"inthemostordinarysense.

Inshort,Iwanttomaintainthatthecontentsofthisparagraphalsoprovethat

Marnerwasnotamiser.

Graduallytheguineas,thecrowns,andthehalf-crowns,grewtoa

heap,andMarnerdrewlessandlessforhisownwants,tryingtosolvethe
problemofkeepinghimselfstrongenoughtoworksixteenhoursa-dayonas
smallanoutlayaspossible.Havenotmen,shutupinsolitaryimprisonment.
foundaninterestinmarkingthemomentsbystraightstrokesofacertain
lengthonthewall,untilthegrowthofthesumofstraightstrokes,arranged
intriangles，hasbecomeamasteringpurpose？Dowenotwileawaym(ments
ofinanityorfatiguedwaitingbyrepeatingsometrivialmovementorsound,
1mtiltherepetitionhasbredawant，whichisincipienthabit？Thatwill
helpustounderstandhowtheloveofaccumulatingmoneygrowsanabsorbing
passioninmenwhoseimagintions,evenintheverybeginningoftheir
hoard,showedthemnopurposebeyondit.Marnerwantedtheheaps
oftentogrowintoasquare,andthenintoalargersquare;andeveryadded
guinea,whileitwasitselfasatisfaction,bredanewdesire.Inthis
strangeworld,madeahopelessriddletohim,hemight,ifhehadhada
lessintensenature,havesatweaving,weavng---lookingtowardstheend

ofhispattern,ortowardstheendofhisweb,tillheforgottheriddle,and
everythingelsebuthisimmediatesensations;butthemoneyhadcometo
markoffhisweavingintoperiods,andthemoneynotonlygrew.m;tit
remainedwithhim・Hebegantothinkitwasconsciousofhim,ashisloom
was,andhewouldonnoaccounthaveexchangedthosecoins,whichhad
becomehisfamiliars,forothercoinswithunknownfaces・Hehandledthem,
hecountedthem,tilltheirformandcolourwerelikethesatisfactionofa
thirsttohim;butitwasonlyinthenight,whenhisworkwasdone,that

hedrewthemouttoenjoytheircompanionship,(p.22-3)

Marner'spsychologicalprocessofaccumulatingguineasisdelineatedmost

skilfullyhere.Guiueas,notasmoney,thatis,notasthemediumofexchange.伽t

asthemeresubstancecalledmoney,astheprettyobjectswith"brightfaces,"had
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fascinatedMarner.Marnerwasgladtobeinpossessionofthosebeautifulguineas;

theywerehisown;theywerehisfamiliars.Nodoubttheguineascharmedhim

endlessly.IthinkthisstateofMarner'smindisquitedifferentfromthatofa

so-calledmiser.

Consequently,itisneedlessforustowonderattheauthor'sfollowing

descriptionofSilas:

So,yearafteryear,SilasMarnerhadlivedinthissolitude,his

guineasrisingintheironpot,andhislifenarrowingandhardeningitself

moreandmoreintoamerepulsationofdesireandsatisfactionthathadno
relationtoanyotherbeing.Hislifehadreduceditselftothemerefunctions

ofweavingandhoarding,withoutanycontemplationofanendtowards
whichthefunctionste江ded.(p.23)

FromthispassageweknowclearlythatthemostimportantfactorinSilas's

stateofmindisthatofahermit,notthatofamiser,whosemainfunctionisto

accumulateriches.

InthisstageofSilas'sstateofmind,thefollowingdescriptionisspecially

worthnoting:

Yeteveninthisstageofwitheringalittleincidenthappened,which

showedthatthesapofaffectionwasnotallgone.Itwasoneofhisdaily
taskstofetchhiswaterfromawellacoupleoffieldsoff,andforthis
purpose,eversincehecametoRaveloe,hehadhadabrownearthenware

l)i)l,whichheheldashismostpreciousutensil,amongtheveryfew

convenienceshehadgrantedhimself.Ithadbeenhiscompanionfortwelve
years,alwaysstandingonthesamespot,alwayslendingitshandletohim

intheearlymorning,sothatitsformhadanexpressionforhimofwilling

helpfulness,andtheimpressofitshandleonhispalmgaveasatisfaction

mingledwiththatofhavingthefreshclearwater.Onedayashewas
returningfromthewell,hestu皿oledagainstthestepofthestile,andhis

brownpot,fallingwithforceagainstthestonesthatoverarchedtheditch

belowhim,wasbrokeninthreepieces.Silaspickedupthepiecesand

carriedthemhomewithgriefinhisheart.ThebrDwnpotcouldneverbe

ofusetohimanymore,buthestuckthebitstogetheraudproppedtherain
initsoldplaceforamemorial,(p、24)

Intheabovedescriptio刀wefindthepassagerunningasfollows:"thesapof

affec'tionwasnotallgone."Somescholarsseemtohaveinterpretedthispassageas

Silashavingalittleaffectionstillremaininginhim,inspileofthefactthathe

hadbecomearelentlessmiseraltogether.Iwanttointerpretthisway:Silas,

thoughhisheartshtunkandhardenedafterexperiencingthatmisfortune,didnever

loseaspeckofhisinnate,rich,affectionatenatureinsidehimself.Accordingly,from
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thispassage,too,wecansecureadisproofofhisbecomingamiser.

Butatnightcamehisrevelry:atnightheclosedhisshutters,andmade
fasthisdoors,anddrewouthisgold.Longagotheheapofcoinshadbecome

toolargefortheironpottoholdthem,andhehadmadeforthemtwothick
leatherbags,whichwastednoro(mintheirresting-place,butlentthemselves

flexiblytoeverycorner.Howtheguineasshoneastheycamepouringout
ofthedarkleathermouths!Thesilverborenolargeproportioninamount

tothegold,becausethelongpiecesoflinenwhichformedhischiefwork
werealwayspartlypaidforingold,andoutofthesilverhesuppliedhis
ownbodilywants,choosingalwaystheshillingsandsixpencestospendin
thisway.Helovedtheguineasbest,buthewouldnotchangethesilver---
Ihecrownsandhalf-crownsthatwerehisownearnings,begottenbyhis

labour;helovedthemall.Hespreadthemoutinheapsandbathedhishands
inthem:thenhecountedthemandsetthemupinregularpiles,andfelttheir
roundedoutlinebetweenhisthumbandfingers,andthoughtfondlyofthe

guineasthatwereonlyhalf-earnedbytheworkinhisloom,asiftheyhad
beenunbornchildren---thoughtoftheguineasthatwerecomingslowlythrough

thecomingyears,throughallhislife,whichspreadfarawaybeforehim.
theendquitehiddenbycountlessdaysofweaving.Nowonderhisthoughts
werestillwithhisloc皿andhismoneywhenhemadehisjourneysthroughthe
fieldsandthelanestofetchandcarryhomehiswork,sothathisstepsnever

wanderedtothehedge-banksandthelane-sideinsearchoftheoncefamiliar

herbs:Cp.25-6)

Thelatterhalfoftheabovequotation,I'mafraid,isliabletocausesome

readers'misunderstandingandtheirmisinterpretationofSilasasamiser,becausehe

isforeseeingthemoneyheisgoingtoearninthefutureandrejoicingoverit.

Ofcourse,Silasinthiscaseismeditatinghisfutureremunerations,butwemust

againmakesurewhetherheismeditatingthemintermsofmoneytobeusedasthe

mediumofexchangeandsonaturallymakingmuchoftheamountofmoneytobe

earnedinthefuture,orheispicturingthose"brightfaces"ofthecoming-inguineas

inhismindasmerebeautifulobjectsofadmiration.Theanswerwillobviouslybe

thelatter.Itwillbeprettyhard,though,todistinguishthisway.Wemustbeon

thealertwhenwereadthisnovel,lestweshouldfallundermisunderstanding.This

verydescription,however,suggeststhattheauthoristakingthatmuchfirmsteps

towardsamaturedrealisticwriter.

Inhistruthfulsimplesoul,noteventhegrowinggreedandworshipofgold

couldbegetanyvicedirectlyinjurioustoothers.Thelightofhisfaith

quiteputout,andhisaffectionsmadedesolate,hehadclungwithallthe

forceofhisnaturetohisworkandhismoney;andlikeallobjectstowhich

amandevoteshimself,theyhadfashionedhimintocorrespondencewith
themselves.Hisloom,ashewrbughtinitwithoutceasing,hadinitsturn

wroughlonhim,andconfirmedmoreandmorethemonotonouscravingfor

81



itsmonotonousresponse.Hisgold,ashehungoveritandsawitgrow.

gatheredhispoweroflovingtogetherintoahardisolationlikeitsown.

(p、54)

Didtheauhorusethisexpression,"thegrowinggreedandworshipofgold,"inthe

abovequotationtodelineateSilas'seagernesstohoardgUineas？Ifso，theauthor

seemstohavedelineatedSilas'sattitudetowardsguineasasgreedy,andsoshe

usedtheword“greed.”Myanswertothisisdefinitely“no.”Why？Wel1，actually，

inthebeginningofthispassage,wefindthefollowingadverbialphrase,"Inhis

truthfulsimplesoul."Tothisadjective,"truthful,"wemustgiveattention・Also,

wemustbeawareofthefactthatthisquotationis,infact,thepassagefollowing

thedescriptionofthevillagCrs'impressionsonSilas,rightafterhehadbeenrobbed

ofhisgoldbyDunstan.Inshoort,wemustconsiderthispartinthelightthatmuch

ofthevillagers'psychololgyisinterwoveninwhatisexpressedhereaboutSilas.It

is,therefore,clearthattheauthorisnotdescribingSilasasasortofmiseratall.

Ithadbeenaclinginglifeandthoughtheobjectroundwhichitsfibershad

clungwasadeaddisruptedthing,itsatisfiedtheneedforclinging.Butnow

thefencewasbrokendown---thesupportwassnatchedaway，Marner，s

thoughtscしuldnolongermoveintheiroldround,andwerebaffledbya

blanklikethatwhichmeetsaploddingantwhentheearthhasbrokenaway

onitshomewardpath.Theloomwasthere,andtheweaving,andthe

growingpatterninthecloth;butthebrighttreasureintheholeunderhis
feetwasgone;theprospectofhandlingandcountingitwasgone:the

eveninghadnophantasmofdelighttostillthepoorsoul'scraving.The
thoughtofthemoneyhewouldgetbyhisactualworkcouldbringnojoy.

foritsmeagreimagewasonlyafreshreminderofhisloss;andhopewastoo

heavilycrushedbythesuddenblowforhisimaginationtodwellonthe
growthofanewhoardfromthatsmallbeginning．(p.102-3)

TheauthorassertsherethatthewayofSilas'slifewasasortof"aclinging

life."Fromthispointofview,weshouldinterpretSilas'saccumulationofguineas.

andweshouldnotmeasureitfr《皿theworldlysenseofamiser.Judgingfromthe

delineationofthispassage,wecannotbutrecognizetheauthor'sfirmstepsofa

realisticwriter・Moreover,wecaneasilyunderstandtherealitythatSilas'slossof

gold,theobjectofhisclinging,becametheprerequisiteofhisredemptionbyEppie's

appearance,asthemostnaturalpsychologicaltransitioninSilas'scase.

Gold'!---hisowngold---broughtbacktohimasmysteriouslyasit.hadbeen

takenaway!Hefelthisheartbegintobeatviolently,andforafew
momentshewasunabletostretchouthishandandgrasptherestored
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treasure.Theheapofgoldseemedtoglowandgetlargerbeneathhis
agitatedgaze.Pieleanedforwardatlast,andstretchedforthhishand;
butinsteadofthehardcoinwiththefamiliarresistingoutline,his

fingersencounteredsoftwarmcurls.Inutteramazement,Silasfellonhis
kneesandbenthisheadlowtoexaminethemarvel:Itwasasleeping

ohild---around,fairthing,withsoftyellowringsalloveritshead.Could
thisbehislittlesisterwhomhehadcarriedaboutinhisanusforayear

beforeshedied，whenhewasasmallboywithoutshoesorstoCkings？

ThatwasthefirstthoughtthatdartedacrossSilas'sblankwonderment.

Wasitadream？Herosetohisfeetagain，以lShedhislogstogether，and，

throwingonsomedriedleavesandsticks,raisedaflame,buttheflamedid

notdispersethevision---itonlylitupmoredistinctlythelittleroundfbrm
ofthechildanditsshabbyclothing.Itwasverymuchlikehislittlesister.

Silassankintohischairpowerless,underthedoublepresenceofan
inexplicablesurpriseandahurryinginfluxofmemories．(p.151)

Thispassageisconsiderablyimportant,becauseEppie'sgoldencurlshadbeen

reflectedasgoldonSilas'smindinthosecircumstances・Atthemoment,however,

whenhenoticedthatitwasactuallyagirl'shair,Silaswouldhavekickedherand

thrownherout,ifhehadbeenreallyamiser.Instead,hewasremindedofhis

deceasedsister.Thisshowsthathewasreallyamanwithtrulyhumanemotion

athisheart,andnaturallyitexplainshowtheauthoristreatingSilas.

Theabovematerialsquotedfromthisworkwillshowyouclearly,withoutmuch

explanation,thatitismostimprobabletocallSilasMarnerinthisnovelamiser.

andthatallthosecriticswhoaretryingtoexplainSilasinteimsofamiserhave

beenloosereaders.Eventhisexpression,"loveofgold,"hasneitherbeenused

properly.AsIhavealreadystatedintheabovemystudiesongold,goldmeans

wealthorriches,andSilasdidnotlovetheguineasfromhisloveofriches;therefore,

strictlyspeaking,"loveofgold"isnotanappropriateexpressiontodescribeSilas's

loveofguineas.

WhenIdrawageneralizationfromtheaboveargument,Icancometothe

assertionthattheaulhorisdelineatingfarmorerealistically,eveninthisfairy-tale-

likestory"SilasMarner,"thanusualreaderscanfeelwhentheyreaditvaguelv.
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ⅡAreTheySuperfluous？

Itisgenerallyadmittedthat"SilasMarner"isanexceptionalworkofformal

perfection,anditsmeritisgreatlyvaluedassuch.WhenIstudieditindetail,

however,Icouldfindhereandtherepassagessomewhatsuperfluoustome.Ihave

stoppedtothinkhowIshouldinterpretthem・Thefollowingsaremystudiesonthis

point.

Evenpeoplewhoseliveshavebeenmadevariousbylearning,sometimes

findithardtokeepafastholdontheirhabitualviewsoflife,ontheirfaith

intheInvisible---nay,onthesensethattheirpastjoysandsorrowsarea

realexperience,whentheyaresuddenlytransportedtoanewland,where

thebeingsaroundthemknownothingoftheirhistory,andsharenoneof

theirideas…wheretheirmotherearthshowsanotherlap,andhumanlife

ha弓otherfbrmsthanthosGonwhichtheirsoulshavebeennourished・Minds

thathavebeenunhingedfromtheiroldfaithandlovehaveperhapssought

thisLetheaninfluenceofexileinwhichthepastbecomesdreamybcauseits

symbolshaveallvanished,andthepresenttooisdreamybecauseitis

linkedwithnomemories,(p.16)

Thisistheprssage,presentedbytheauthortohelpreadersimaginetheSilas's

psychologywhenhecametoRaveloe,sorrow-stricken,andsettledinthisstrange

countryside.Sheseemstohavegivensomeunnecessarygeneralizationherein

somewhattoostatelyamanner,butIfullyunderstandandallowherpen,whenI

consdderthisthesymboloftheauthor'spainst水mgeffortstoexpresshuman

psychologyasaccuratelyasshecould,coveringalltheminutedetailsof

psychologicalphenomena.Myfurthercontemplation,onthecontrary,revealsthe

factthatperhapstheauthorhadtoinsertsuchexplanatoryportiontomakeupfor

thatfictitiousqualitieswhichwereindispensableforthisnovel.

Thesenseofsecuritymorefrequentlyspringsfromhabitthanfrom

conviction,andforthisreasonitoftensubsistsaftersuchachangeinthe

conditionsasmighthavebeenexpectedlosuggestalarm.Thelapseof
timeduringwhichagiveneventhasnothappened,is,inthislogicof

habit,constantlyallegedasareasonwhytheeventshouldneverhappen.

evenwhenthelapseoftimeispreciselytheaddedconditionwhichmakes
theeventimminent.Amanwilltellyouthathehasworkedinaminefor

fortyyearsunhurtbyanaccident,asareasonwhyheshouldapprehendno

danger,thoughtheroofisbeginningtosink;anditisoftenobservable,
thattheolderamangets,themoredifficultitistohimtoretaina

believingconceptionofhisowndeath,(p.52.)
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Theabovepassagesoundsasthoughasegmentofanessay,ratherthanthat

ofanovel.Thisisanadditionaldescriptionshowingwhatapeacefulstateofmind

Silashad,whenhislong-savedmoneyhadalreadybeenstolenbyDunstan,without

expectingtherobberybecauseSilas's"senseofsecurity"ofhisstoredmoney

sprungfromhabit.Theaulhormighthavetried,inthispassage,todelineatethe

psycholgycfagivenspecialbeingcalledSilas,butitresultedonlyinthestatement

ofthemostcommonslateofhumanpsycholgywhichcanbeappliedtoanybody

inthisworld.Thistendencyofpresentingsuchalongstatement,irrelevantto

themainplotofthenovel,seemstobesomethingofanexceptioninGeorgeEliot's

fiction.

FavourableChance,Ifancy,isthegodofallmenwhofollowtheirown

devicesinsteadofobeyingalawtheybelievein.Letevenapolishedman

ofthesedaysgetintoapositionheisashamedtoavow,andhismind

willbebentonallthepossibleissuesthatmaydeliverhimfromthe

calculableresultsofthatposition.Lethimliveoutsidehisincomeorshirk
theresolutehonestworkthatbringswages,andhewillpresentlyfind

himselfdreamingofapossiblebenefactor,apossiblesimpletonwhomay

becajoledintousinghisinterest,apossiblestateofmindinsomepossible
personnotyetforthcoming.Lethimneglecttheresponsibilitiesofhis
office,andhewillinevitablyanchorhimselfonthechance,thatthething

leftundonemayturnoutnottobeofthesupposedimportance.Lethim
betrEⅣhisXriend'sconfidence,andhewilladorethatsamecunning

complexitycalledChance,whichgiveshimthehopethathisfriendwill
neverknow;lethimforsakeadecentcraftthathemaypursuethe

gentilitiesofaprofessiontowhichnaturenevercalledhim,andhisreligion
willinfalliblybetheworshipofblessedChance,whichhewillbelievein
asthemightycreatorofsuccess.Theevilprincipledeprecatedinthat
religion,istheorderlysequencebywhichtheseedbringsforthacrop
afteritskind.(p.99)

ThisisthepassagedesignatingtheprolongedconsiderationonGodfrey's

relianceonchance,becauseofhisweakwill,anditseemstomethatthepassage

maybeunnecessary.Takingitintodeeperconsideration,however,wecantakea

differentpointofviewonthispassagefromthatonthepassage,"Thesenseof

security.…."Inthepresentpassage,theauthorismakingcontinuouseffortsto

analyzethehumanpsychologyofsuchcharactersasGodfrey,viewingitfrom

variousdifferentangles,andislaboriouslyexpressingwhatshefoundoutasthe

resultofheranalysis,andalsotheconsequenceofwhatshehadfoundout.The

developmentofthispsychologicalprocessanditsresultarebeautifullydelineated

hereinthispassagewithherexaltedpen.Instrictsense,therefore,thisisan

unimportantpassage,butithelpsusknowhowtheauthorinterpretsoneaspectof
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humanpsychology.Nay,Ibiswayofheranalysisandhermostsuitablestylistic

expressionherecannotbutbeacredittoIheauthor,wemustadmit.

Isupposeonereasonwhyweareseldomabletocomfortourneighbours

withourwordsis,thatourgoodwillgetsadulterated,inspiteofourselves.

beforeitcanpassourlips.Wecansendblackpuddingandpettitoes

withoutgivingthemaflavourofourownegoism;butlanguageisastream

thatisalmostsuretosmackofamingledsoil.Therewasafairproportion

ofkindnessinRaveloe;butitwasoftenofabeeryandbunglingsort,and

tooktheshapeleastalliedtothecomplimentaryandhypocritical.Cp、104)

Thefirsthalfofthisparagraphmightbetakenassuperfluousbysomereaders.

butitisreallytheexpressionresultingfromtheauthor'smostsympathetic

contemplationonreadersandwillhelpusappreciatethepsychologicalaspectsof

thecharactersinthenovelaswellastheirsayings.

Inolddaystherewereangelswhocameandtookmenbythehand

andledthemawayfromthecityofdestruction・Weseenowhite-winged
angelsnow.Butyetmenareledawayfromthreateteningdestruction;a

handisputintotheirs,whichleadsthemforthgentlytowardsaca'mand

brightland,sothattheylooknomorebackward;andthehandmaybea
littlechild's・(p.180)

ThisparagraphreferstothefactthatSilas'slifewassavedbyEppie'slove.

Mycriticismonitisthatthisparagraphhasinstantlydeprivedtheauthorofher

essentialselfasarealist.Itissaid,indeed,thatfromthematerialsofthis

novel,theauthorfirstthoughtitmoreappropriatetotreatitasametrical

fiction,butshedaredemployrealisminherdelineationtoaconsiderableextent.

andnodoubtsuccessfully.MostofthepsychologicaldelineationsofSilashimself

arerealistic;and,asitisalreadybeenstatedintheabovearguments,Imight

saythatitwasratheronthepartofthecommentatorsthatcommittedanerror

ofromanticcriticismofthisnovel,interpretingSilasasamiser,contrarytothe

author'srealisticpresentationofhim.Itismostregrettablethattheauthoris

presentingaromantictreatmentofSilaswhenitcomestohisrelationshipwith

Epqie,though,whatIthinkisthatitwasnottheangel-likehandofalittlechild

butSilas'shumanityitselfthatledSilasandsavedhim.Thatistosay,Eppie

needneverhavebeenexceptionallyanobleandaffectionatechild,soaringhighup

abovemidiocrechildreninorderforhertosaveSilas.Shecouldhavebeenamost

commonplacegirl・ThesalvationhadlaininSilas'shumanity,hisclingingnature,

whichhadworkedfirstonguineas,andthenshiftedtothehumanchild.Icannot

butbelievethatthelifeofthisstorv,theveryessenceofthisnovel,liesinthis
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ShiftingofthGObjectofSilas'sclinginglife--‐fromtheguineastothechild・Here

liestheaccomplishmentofrealisminfictionasdeclaredbytheauthor.Buttomy

greatregret,theauthorhasaddedsuchapassagetoproveherimmaturityasa

realisticwriter,inspiteofhereagernesstobeone,herrealaimasawriter.

Inlateryears,however,theauthorhadpresentedinhergreatwork,namely,

"FelixHolt,"apairofdaughterandfather,EstherandRufusLyon.Rufuswasa

clergymanandherfosterfather・Hesavesapoormotherwithherchildfromthier

sadplight,marriesher,andthuslooksafterthem.Theauthordelineatesalltheir

everchangingvicissitudesoflife,andfinallyitfollowsthatthisEstherunexpectedly

provestobetheheiresstoawealthyBycliffefamily.Hereupon,theauthorgives

mostrealisticdelineationtoRufusandEstherLyon'sresponsetothisnew

situation.ThisisreallytheshiningexampleofthepassagewhichprovesGeorge

Eliottobeamodemrealisticwriter,asshehaddeclaiEdherselftobeone.When

Icomparethisresponsewiththatshown.bySilasandEppiecombinationwhen

GodfreytoldthemofhisfatherhoodtowardEppie,Iamsurprisedatthelatter's

toosimpleromanticism,anddiscovertheauthor'smarvelousdevelopmentasa

realisticwriterduringthelapseoftimebetwFen‘‘SilasMarner”and‘‘FglixHolt.”

Thusconsidered,thispassagecanbetakenbothsuperfluousandalsonot

superfluous.AndIwanttomakethisassertionofminehereasmyconclusionof

thispaper.

(Note:Morereferencematerialswereusedthanreferredinthispaper,buta
listofthemwasomittedhere.）

ByYukiyeKIRIYAMAMay30,1966---DateofPre“ntation
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