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Whilst they were on their way the clerk informed the rest that this adventure
would prove a very beneficial one ; for that they would all be entitled to their
proportions of £80 for apprehending the robbers. This occasioned a contention
concerning the parts which they had severally borne in taking them ; one insisting
he ought to have the greatest share, for he had first laid his hands on Adams ;
another claiming a superior part for having first held the lantern to the man’s
face on the ground, by which, he said, “the whole was discovered.” The clerk
claimed four-fifths of the reward for having proposed to search the prisoners,
and likewisz the carrying them before the justice : he said, “Indeed, in strict
justice, he ought to have the whole.” These claims, however, they at last
consented to refer to a future decision, but seemed all to agree that the clerk
was entitled to a moiety. They then debated what money should de allotted to the
young fellow who had leen employed only in holding the nets. He very modestly
said, “that he did not apprehend any large proportion would fall to his share,
but hoped they would allow him something ; he desired them to consider that they
had assigned thsir nets to his care, which prevented him from being as forward as
any in laying hold of the robbers” (for so those innocent people were callled) ;
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“that if he had not occupied the nets, some other must;” concluding, however,
“that he should be contented with the smallest share imaginable, and should think
that rather their bounty than his merit.” But they were all unanimous in
excluding him from any part whatever, the clerk particularly swearing, “If they
gave him a shilling they might do what they pleased with the rest ; for he would
not concern himself with the affair.” This contention was so hot,and so totally
engaged the attention of all the parties, that a dexterous nimble thief, had he ben
in Mr. Adams’s situation, would have taken care to have given the justice no
trouble that evening.

Book I. chap XXV, p. 106
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------ “] wish, with all my heart, the tithing man was here,” cries Trulliber :
«I would have thee punished as a vagabond for thy impudence. Fourteen shillings
indeed ! I won't give thee a farthing. I believe thou art no more a clergyman
than the woman there” (pointing to his wife) ; “but if thou art, dost deserve to
have thy gown stript over thy shoulders for running about the country in such a
manner.” “I forgive your suspicions,” says Adams; “but suppose I am not a
clergyman, I am nevertheless thy brother ; and thou, as a Christian, much more
as a clergyman, art obliged to relieve my distress.” “Dost preach to me?”
replied Trulliber : “dost pretend to instruct m2 in my duty 27 «eoeeeee “I would
have thee know, friend” (addressing himself to Adams),“I shall not learn my duty
from such as thee. I know what charity is, better than to give to vagabonds.”
«-...*he would give nothing.”“I am sorry,” answered Adams, “that you do know
what charity is, since you practise it no better : I must tell you, if you trust
to your knowledge for your justifcation, you will find yoﬁrself deceived, though
you should add faith to it, without good works” “Fellow,” cries Trulliber, “dost
thou. speak against faith in my house ? Get out of my doors : I will no longer
remain, under the same roof with a wretch who speaks wantonly of faith and
the Scriptures.” “Name not the Scriptures,” says Adams. “How! not mame the
Scriptures ! Do you disdelieve the Scriptures ?” cries Trulliber. “No; but you do,”
answered Adams, “if I may reason from your practice; for their commands are so
explicit, and their rewards and punishments so immense, that it is impossible a
man should stedfastly believe without obeying. Now, there is no command more
express, no duty more frequently enjoined, than charity. Whoever, therefore, is
void of charity, I make no scruple of pronouncing that he is no Christian, "

BookII, chap. XXXII,pp. 126-127.
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4 e Mr. Trulliber was 2 parson on Sundays, but all the other six might
more properly be called a farmer,
Joseph Andrews (Everyman's Library) BookI[, chap. XXXII, P. 122.
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She said, - -+« ; she could not therefore possibly, nor would she, trust
auybody ; no, not her own father, That money was never scarcer, and she
wanted to make up a sum. That she expscted, therefore, they should pay their

reckoning before they: left the house.”

SRl Book1I, chap XXX]I[, P, 128.
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Adams was now. greatly perplexed ; but;as he knew that he could easily have
borrowed such a sum' in his own parish, and as he knew he would have lent it
himself to any mortal in distress, so he took fresh courage, and sallied out all
round the parish, but to no purpose ; he returned as pennyless as he went,
groaning and lamenting that it was possible, in a country professing Christianity,
for a wretch to starve in the midst of his fellow-creatures who abounded,

Ibid,, P, 128.
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Adams was no sooner returned the second time than the storm grew exceedingly
high, the hostess declaring, among other things, that, if they offered to stir
without paying her, she would soon overtake them with a warrant,

Ibid,, P. 129.
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I have often wondered, sir,” said Joseph, “to observs so few instances of charity
among mankind ; for though the goodness of a man’s heart did not incline him
to relieve the distresses of his fellow-creatures, methinks the desire of honour
should move him to it. What inspires a man to build fine houses, to purchase
fine furniture, pictures, clothes, and other things, at a great expense, but an
ambition, to be respected more than other people ? Now, would not one great
act of charity, one instance of redeeming a poor family from all. the miseries of
poverty, restoring an unfortunate tradesman by a sum of money to the means
of procuring a livelihood by his industry, discharging an undone debtor from his
debts or a gaol, or any such-like example of goodness, create a man more honour
and respect than he could acquire by the finest house, furniture, pictures, or
clothes, that were ever beheld ? For not only the object himself who was thus
relieved, but all who heard the name of such a person, must, I imagine, reverence
him infinitely more than the possessor of all those other things ; which, when we
" so admire, we rather praise the builder, the workman, the painter, the

lace-maker, the tailor, and the rest, by whose ingenuity they are produced, than
the person who by his money makes them his own. For my own part, when I
* have waited behind my lady in a room hung with fine pictures, while I have been
looking at them I have never once thought of their owner, nor hath any one
else, as I ever observed ; for when it hath been asked whose picture that was,
it was never once answered the master’s of the house ; but Ammyconni, Paul
Varnish, Hannibal Scratchi, or Hogarthi, which I suppose were the names of the
painters ;but if it was asked—Who rcdeemed such a one out of prison ? Who lent
such a ruined tradesman money to set up ? Who clothed that family of poor
small children ? it is very plain what must be the answer, And besides, these
great folks are mistaken if they imagine they get any honour at all by these
means ; for I do not remember I ever was with my lady at any house where she
commended the house or furniture but I have heard her at her return home make
sport and jeer at whatever she had before commended ; and I have been told by
other gentlemen in livery that it is the same in their families : but I defy the
wisest man in the world to turn a true good action into ridicule. I defy him to
do it. He who should endeavour it would be laughed at himself,- instead of making
others laugh. Nodody scarce doth any good, yet they all agree in praising those
who do. Indsed, it is strange that all men should consent in commeding goodness,
and no man endeavour to deserve that commendation ; whilst, on the contrary,
all rail at wickedness, and all are as eager to be what they abuse. This I know
not the reason of ; but it is as plain as daylight to those who converse in the
world, as I have done these three years,” | . 4
BookIll, chap. XLI, pp. 181—182.
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And, ineed, he had not only a very good character as to other qualities in
the neighbourhood, but was reputed a man of great charity ; for, though he
never gave a farthing, he had always that word in his mouth,

BookIl, chap. XXX, pp. 128—129.
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“Bléss me !” cried Adams, “I have certainly lost it; I can never have spent i t.
Sir, as I am a Christian, I had a whole half-guinea in my pocket this morning,
and have not now a single halfpenny of it left. Sure the devil must hava taken it
from me !”"—“Sir,” answered the priest smiling, “you need make no excuses.;
if you are not willing to lend me the money I am contended,” —— “Sir,” cries
Adams, “if I had the greatest sum in the world —— aye, if I had ten pounds
about me —— I would bestow it all to rescue any Christian from distress. I am
more vexed at rhy loss on your account than my own. Was ever anything so
unlucky? Because I have no money in my pocket I shall be suspected to ke no

HES e hypocrisy sets us on an endeavour to avoid censur2, by concealing
our vices under an appearance of their opposite virtues.

Joseph Andrews, Authour’s Preface (Everyman s Library ed.) P. XXX.

6 Mr, Wilson
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Christian,” — “I am more unlucky,” quoth the other, “if you é}e ast_ggqerdﬁé,a_s
you say ; for really a crown would have made me happy, and éonveyed me in - .
plenty to the place I am going, which is not above twenty miles.off. and _,whe\r;.P'
I can arrive by to-morrow night. I agsure you I am not accustomed to travel
pennyless, I am but just arrived in England ; and we were forced by a storm in
our passage to throw all we had overboard. I don’t suspect but this fellow will
take my word for the trifle I owe him ; but I hate to appear so mean as to
confess myself without a shilling to such people ; for these, and indeed too many
others, know little difference in their estimation between .a beggar and a thief.”
However, he thought he should deal better with the host that evening than the
next morning : he therefore resolved to set out immediately, notwithstanding -
the darkness ; and accordingly, as soon as the host returned, he communicated to
him the situation of his affairs ; upon which the host, scratching his head,
answered, “Why, I do not know, master ; if it be so, and you have no money,

1 must trust, I think, though I had rather always have ready money if I could;
but, marry,you look like so honest a gentleman that I don’t fear your paying me
if it was twenty miles as much.” The priest made no reply, but, taking leave of
him and Adams as fast as he could, not without confusion, and perhaps with

some distrust of Adam’s sincerity, departed. S
BookIl, chap. XLII, pp. 198—199.
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There chanced (for Adams had not cunning enough to contrive .it) to be at
that time in the alehouse a fellow who had been formerly a drummer in an

Irish regiment, and now travelled the country as a pedlar.
This man, having attentively listened to the discourse of the hostess, at last
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took Adams aside, and asked him what the sum was for which they were deiained.
As soon as he was informed, he sighed, and said, “He was sorry it was so
much ; for that he had no more than six shillings and sixpence in his pocket,
which he would lend them with all his heart.” Adams gave a caper, and cried
out, “It would do ; for that he had sixpence hiimself.” And thus these poor
people, ‘who could not engage the compassion of riches and piety, were at length
delivered out of their distress by the charity of a poor pedlar,

BookI[. chap. XXXII, p.129.
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