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Introduction

Soundscanbedifficultforlanguagelearnerstopronounceorhearnotmerelybecauseof

thewaytheyareformedwhentheystandalone,butbecauseofthepositiontheyoccupyin

relationtoothersoundsinwordsorsentences.Everylanguagehasitsownsetofrules

sometimescalledphonotacticrules,governingsuchfeaturesasthepositionsinwhicheach
soundcanbeused.

Ontheotherhand,muchlessknown,andoftennotevensuspected,maybethefactthat

thespeakerofonelanguagelisteningtoanotherdoesnotactuallyheartheforeign

languagesoundunits-phonemes・Hehearshisown・Phonemicdifferencesinthefbreign

languagewillbeconsistentlymissedbyhimifthereisnosimilarphonemicdifferenceinhis

nativelanguage.Englishmakesaphonemicdistinctionbetween1̂1and16%1.InJapanese

thatdifferenceisnotphonemic,andasaresultJapanesespeakerslearningEnglishquite

frequentlyfailtohearthedifferencebetweenthesetwosoundsofEnglish・Sincelearners

tendtomakeaphonemictransferfromtheirnativelanguagetotheforeignlanguagetheir

problemsanddifficultiesdistinctlystandoutbymeansofasystematicanddescriptive

comparisonofthesoundsystemsofbothlanguages.

ThepresentpapercomparesthesyllablestructuresofEnglishandJapaneseasan

efficientandpracticalmethod.Inthispaperisalsoformedmywishthatsomestudentsof

thiscollegemaydevelopafreshinterestinrudimentaryphonologyofEnglish,becausethe

contentsareexplainedonthecomprehensionlevelofbeginners.

ConsonantClusters

Eachlanguagehasnotjustitsownsetofdistinctivesoundfeatures;italsohasonlya

limitednumberofcharacteristicsequencesofconsonantsandvowelswhichmakeupthe

structuralpatternofthesyllablesandwords.Fromthisfactarisestheimportanceof

findingthepositionsinwhichthedistinctivesoundscanoccur,andtheclusterswhichthey

mayform・Difficultiesofpronunciationanddiscriminationinhearingarematters

primarilyofthepatterningofthesoundsinEnglishratherthanmattersofthearticulation

ofthesoundsperse・ThereareinEnglishagreatmanyconsonantclusterswhichoccur

initially,mediallyandfinally;especiallyfinalsarepartlytheresultofaddingthe
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inflectionalendingsthatEnglishhasinthepluralofnouns,inthethirdsingularofverbs,
andinthepreteritofverbs.

Japanesehasveryfewclustersofconsonants,restrictedtoasyllabicnasalanda

voicelessgeminateconsonant.SosequencesandclustersofconsonantsinEnglishwill

causegreattroubletolearners.Thisisduetothedifferenceofthesyllablestructures

betweenEnglishandJapanese.ThemostelaboratepermittedsyllableofEnglishis

(c)(c)(c)v(c)(c)(c)(c).Thevowelmay,optionally,beprecededbyasmanyasthree
consonantsanditmaybefollowedbyuptofourconsonants・AsforJapanese,theformula

forthesyllablestructureis(C)(j)V(n)．Theremustbeavowelsound,whichmaybe
precededbyaconsonant.Ifasecondconsonantprecedesthevowel,itcanonlybe/j/and

theonlyconsonantpermittedafterthevowelis/n/.Thus,mostJapanesewordsaremade

upofaseriesofsimpleCV's.AccordingtotheJapaneseformula,themostdominant

strategyforlearnersistoinsertvowelsbetweenconsonantstobreakupthecluster.In

wordsorsyllablesthatendwithaconsonant,avowelmaybeinsertedafterthefinal

consonantaswell.Therefore,'strengths'maybepronouncedas7suitoreguisuisui/'.

AsshowninthetableonthenextpageEnglishhasalargenumberofconsonantclusters.

stillmoretheirnumerouscombinationsamongthem・Theyarerathertroublesometo

manynon-Englishspeakers.Thedifficulty,however,doesnotdependexclusivelyonthe

sequenceitselfbutalsoonthepositioninwhichthesequenceoccurs./sp/,/sk/,and/st/

occurinbothEnglishandSpanish.YetinEnglishtheyoccurinitially,whileinSpanishthey

arealwaysprecededbyavowel:Englishspirit,scα"ぬjs畑‘ウノandSpanishespか""，

escd"”ﾉひ.est"伽o,etc.EventhoughthesequencesoccurinSpanish,becausetheydonot

occurinitiallySpanishspeakerswillinevitablyhavedifficultypronouncingtheminitiallyin

English.

FurtheranalysisrevealsthatinEnglishIsolJsk/,and/st/occurinitiallyinasyllable.

whereasinSpanishthe/s/belongstoonesyllableandthe/p/,/1/,or/k/toanother,thus:

es-piritu,es-ca"ぬわ,es-t"伽o.Theproblemmaynowbedescribedasdifficultywith

syllable-initialclustersIsoI,Isk/,and/st/becauseinthenativelanguagesuchsyllable
clustersdonotoccur.

HowaboutJapaneseinthesamecase？ItneedscarcelybesaidthatJapanesehasno

suchconsonantclustersas/sp/,/sk/,and/st/inwhateverpositioninasyllable.The

importantpoint,however,mostJapanesespeakersarecompletelyunawareofisthat

Japanesevowelsmay,incertaincircumstances,bedevoiced,contrarytoalltheEnglish

vowelsbeingregularlyvoiced.ParticularlywhenJapanese/i/and/m/donothaveaccents

andtheyareadjacenttovoicelessconsonantssuchas/p,t,k,s,{,ts,t|,Q,$/,theytendto

becomedevoiced:e.g.スピード/suipiido/→/sgiido/,スキー/suiki:/→/ski:/.ステップ
/suiteipui/→/sterpui/.

Asaresult,itisveryeasyforJapanesetopronounce/sp/,/sk/,and/st/consonant

clustersinEnglish・ThisistheonlysituationwhereJapanesespeakershavenotrouble

pronouncingthesekindsofsoundsequences.Thepresenceorabsenceofconsonantclusters
reflectsthedifferencesbetweenthesyllablestructuresofbothlanguages.
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EnglishSyllableStructure

AsabasisforcomparisonofEnglishandJapanese,therelativeproductivityofsyllable

typesmustbetakenintoaccount.ThenumberofEnglishsyllablesisbeyondenumeration
comparedwiththatofJapanesesyllables,whichisatmostonehundredandtwenty,asis
shownlaterintheJapanesesyllabary.ThegreatestpossiblenumberofEnglishphoneme
combinationsis89,165accordingtotheresearchbyBohumilTrnka,although3,203words

amongthemareinpracticaluse.Sinceitisimpossibletoenumerateeverysyllable
structure,variouspatternsofvowelandconsonantcombinationsshouldbeanalyzed.The

followinglistcontainseverypossibletypeofEnglishsyllablestructures.

TypesofEnglishSyllableStructures

()supplement"'exception

Asyllableisnoteasytodefine,butforour

vowelsoundisthenucleus,orcenter,ofthe]

mayconsistofavowelordiphthongalone,or

consonants.Afewconsonants,/1/and/n/
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resentpurposesitissufficienttosaythata

nglishsyllable.Hence,anEnglishsyllable

mayconsistofavowelplusanumberof

forexample,mayconstituteasyllabicby

ourpresent

紫駕鷲

V

VC

vcc

vccc

vcccc

CV

CVC

cvcc

cvccc

cvcccc

CCV

CCVC

ccvcc

ccvccc

ccvcccc

cccv

cccvc

cccvcc

cccvccc

cccvcccc

/e/

ch

egg

else

elves

－

－

dead

send

helped

texts

stem

spend
friends

twelfths

－

spread
stressed

strength

strengths

/ffi/(/I/)

a
※

ass

ant

asked

ankles

fat

lamp

paddles

(sixths)

gram

brand

clasped

(glimpsed)

scrap

strand

scramble

strangles

/u:/

ooh

ooze

oops

oodles

’

ZOO

boom

boost

poodles

glue

blues

stooped
smooched

－

Screw

skews

spruced

student

students



themselves.Whensoused,suchconsonantsfimctionessentiallyasvowels.

ItisknownaboutthetypesofEnglishsyllablestructuresthatCVcomprises34%,
CVC30%,VC15%,V8%,CVCC6%,andtheothers7%.(Dauer,1983)

AnEnglishsyllablecansuccessivelyhavethreeconsonantsinitiallyandfourfinally.
Furthermore,thefollowingisclearastothethreeinitialconsonants.

(l)Only/s/occursatthebeginning．(2)Onlyvoicelessstops/p,t,k/comesecond.
(3)Only/1,r,j,w/comethird・Consequentlythereareninecombinationsasfollows:

/spl/(split),/spr/(spray),/spj/(spew),/str/(strong),/stj/(student),
/ski/(sclerosis),/skr/(scrape),/skj/(skewer),/skw/(square)

/h/neverappearsfinally,nor/g/,/s/initially,andthesuccessionofthesame

consonantsoccursinneitherposition.

Awordformedofasyllableofonlyoneshortvowelisanexception,suchasanindefinite
article'a'.

ConcerningtheC(C)(C)Vstructuresendingwithavowel,mostofthevowelsare
diphthongsorlongvowels,andtherestare/qIoftencalled'schwa'asin'data','stamina'
and'asthma'.

EnglishdiphthongsaresubstantiallydifferentfromJapanesedoublevowels・Japanese,

forinstance,'hau/ha'u/(crawl)'istwosyllables,however,English'how/hau/'isone
syllableandwhatisimportantisthatthisfinal/u/intheEnglishdiphthonghasa

consonantalquality.ThissameinterpretationalsoappliestothelengthenedpartofEnglish

longvowelssuchas/a:/or/o:/.

Weareaccustomedtothinkingthateverysyllablemustincludeatleastonevowel,yet

inwordssuchasb""〃and次北"ethereareonlyconsonantsoundsinthefinalsyllable.

Theseareknownassyllabicconsonants,sincetheymaymakeupasyllablewithoutthe

accompanimentofvowels・TheircounterpartsexistinJapaneseaswell・Inphonetic

transcription,syllabicconsonantsmaybeindicatedbydrawingashortverticallinebelow

them:b""on/bAtn/,允湖e/fidl/.Syllabicconsonantsoccurwhenasyllableendsin/t/,

/d/,or/n/,andthenextsyllableis〃"stressedandcontains/1/or/n/.

Oneofthereasonssyllabicconsonantsoccurseemstobethebiggersonoritythanother

consonants.Theymaybequalifiedtosubstituteforvowels・Itisacommonopinionofthe

phonologiststhattheyadmitthesyllabicityofsyllabicconsonantsasvowelsandinterpret
themas/9l/and/an/.

TheEnglishwordsofonesyllablewithaconsonantorconsonantclustersbeforeorafter

thevowelaccountfor87%ofall・AlthoughthemostelaboratesyllableofEnglishis

cccvcccc,thecompoundconsonantscanbeinterpretedtoworkasoneconsonant.

Thereforewhenitsstructui℃isabstracted,itequalsasimple'CVCstructure.

JapaneseSyllableStructures

Japanesephonemicsystemisverysimpleanditssyllablestructurecorrespondstowhat

iscalledtheka"αsyllabary,asystematictableoffiftysoundsshownonthenextpage.
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JapaneseSyllabary

phoneticbracketsC]omitted

Theka"αsyllabary,a31-syllablepoem(waka),aseventeensyllabledpoem(〃αj肋）
andJapanese"alphabet"cardsOro〃αkaruta)spreadfarandwidefromoldentimesand
”"αwasfirmlyestablishedasaphoneticunit.Theso-calledkaめ"〃(palindrome)isalsoa
sortofpastimeusingka"αasaunit.JapaneseisbyfareasierthanEnglishtomakea
palindromebecauseofitsone-letterone-soundfeature.Oneofthewell-knownclassicsis

“ながきよのとお(遠)のねぶり(眠り)のみなめざめ；なみ(波)のりぶれのおとのよきかな"、

ThenextonewasmadeupinthedaysofPrimeMinisterKakueiTanakawhowasbrought
totrial.「田中派互いに泣いた。げに逃げたいな、新潟は彼方｡」（タナカハタガイニ

ナイタゲニニゲタイナニイガタハカナダ)Thisislikeputtingafifthwheeltothe
coach;thei℃wasonceastudentwhosenamewasYロ加α血A血ya（ヤマダマヤ).These

kindsofpalindromesaretoonumeroustomentioninJapanese,buttheEnglish
counterpartsaremuchsmallerinnumber.Someofthemarethefollowings．"Madam,I'm
Adam.""WasitacatIsaw?""AblewasIereIsawElba.""Snug&rawwasIereIsawwar

&guns.""Nomelon,nolemon.""Aman,aplan,acanal,Panama!""Dogasadevildeified.
Deifiedlivedasagod."ThelastoneisprobablythelongestpalindromeinEnglish,
althoughthisisnotaperfectsentence,withoutanarticlebefore'Dog'.
TheJapanesesyllablestructurewhichcontainsasyllabic,aloneorwithonenon-
syllabicpreceding,hasseveraltypes.
(l)Thetypeconsistingofonevowel

a,i,u,e,o
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a llueo

ka kikmkeko

ga 91 gui ge go

りa 01 qui Ue Uo

sa I1SluSeSO

31zazluzezo

tatfitsmteto

da dsidzmdedo

naninuineno

hahitci]hui[○m]heho

ba bibiubebo

pa pi pm pe po

Inalnllnmmemo

rannurero

wa

●●●

ja jui JO

０
０
Ｏ

睦
到
・
側
・
則

皿
皿
皿

階
吋
・
別
・
卿

ａ
ａ
ａ

財
・
別
・
別

la Im Jo

3a 3m 30

tjatfmtfo

dsa dsmdso

Iﾘa mm njo

l1a hjmhjo

bja bjm bjo

Pja PJUJ p】o

mja mjmmjo
●●●

na nui qo

N…thesyllabicnasal「ン」

T…thefirstpartofageminateconsonant「ツ」

R…thelatterhalfofalong-heldvowel「－」



(2)Thetypeconsistingofoneconsonantandonevowel

thek,g,g,s,J,z,3,t,d,n,h,b,p,m,rseries
(3)Thetypeconsistingofonesemi-vowelandavowel

thej,wseries

(4)Thetypeconsistingofoneconsonant,onesemi-vowelandonevowel
thekj,gj,ni,tj,nj,hi,bj,pj,mj,rjseries

(5)Thetypeconsistingofaspecialsinglesound
N,T,R

(i)Theallophonesof'n'are/m/before/p,b,m/,/n/before/1,d,z,n,r/,
/r)/before/k,g/,/n/beforeavowel,apause,and/s,h,y,w/.

(ii)'t'stopstheexplosionforthelengthofonesyllableatthearticulation
positionof/p,t,k,s/whichcomesafter't'.Itappearsasavoiceless

glottalstop／？／・

（iii）‘R'isalong-heldnoteofthevowels／a,i,、,e,o／－e､9.thepartwhich
correspondsto‘－，in‘オカーサン'.Ittakesanamountoftimeforone

syllable.

Ex・gakkofukinnohankogenba/gaxkoRfukiNnohankoRgemba/

ThenumberofJapanesesyllablesisonthesmallsideamongthelanguagesinthe

world.Itisatmostabout120.EventheChineselanguage(Pekingdialect)whosesyllables
arealsosaidtobesmallinnumberhasmorethan3,000syllables・Englishisestimatedto

havemorethan30,000syllables.ThesmallnumberofJapanesesyllablesisbasedonthe

factthatthesyllablestructureisextremelysimpleandthecombinationpatternofsingle
soundsislimited.

Onesyllableusuallyendswithavowel,whichmeans'opensyllable'・Twoormorethan

twovowelsorconsonantsneveroccursuccessivelyinonesyllable・Whenthegeminate

consonantasin'Nippon"/nirpon/isalsotranscribedas/nippon/,/-pp-/lookslikea

doubleconsonant.Buttheformer/p/isthefirstpartofageminateconsonantandthe

latter/p/constitutesaconsonantpartofthesucceedingsyllable.

AJapanesedoublevowelisofanentirelydifferentnature丘omanEnglishdiphthong.A

diphthongmaybedefinedasavoicedmonosyllabicglidebetweentwovowelpositions・For
instance,inanEnglishmonosyllabicword'eye/ai/',/a/isfullypronouncedwithonly
minorassimilativemodification,and/i/merelyindicatesthedirectionoftheensuingglide.

IncaseofaJapaneseword'愛/ai/',thereisanacousticboundarybetween/a/and/i/;
愛/a'i/iscomposedoftwosyllables.

AlthoughJapanesehasthreespecialsinglesounds'n''t''r'asexceptions,its
fundamentalsyllablestructurecanbesummarizedas'VC.

TheComparisonoftheSyllablesofBothLanguages

ThecomparisonofthefundamentalsyllablestructuresoftheEnglishandtheJapanese

languageshowsthattheformerisCVC,'closedsyllable',andthelatterisCV,'open
syllable'.
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EnglishhasonlyonemoreconsonantthanJapanese,butthisonlyoneconsonant
makesaworldofdifference.Thecombinationof'CVstructureisfarmorecloselyconnected

than'VCstructure・Forinstance,when'dad'ispronounced,theconsonant/d/beforethe

vowelisalmostalwaysshort,whiletheconsonant/d/afterthevoweloftenlonger・The

Japanese℃Vsyllable,forthisreason,isusuallyperceivedasaunityinwhichaconsonant

andavowelareinseparablefromeachother.Itisquitenaturalthatthesyllabicletter

‘”"α'wasbominJapan,anditisalsoundeniablethatthiska"αstrengthenedthis

tendencyfurthermore.ThiscausalsequencerotatesitselfSomephonologistsareofthe

opinionthatthephonemicunitofJapaneseisa'syllable',thereforethereisnoneedto

analyzeitintophonemes.

ThereasonoftheiropinionisthattheindependentqualityofaconsonantinJapaneseis

extremelyweakcomparedwithEnglishbecauseitalwaysappearsbeforeavoweltoforma

syllable.Aconsonantitselfsoundsfaintaswellasshort.Whileavowelplaystheleading

roleinthesyllablestructure,aconsonantplayssupporthavinglittleofitspresence.A

consonantisnomatchforavowelintermsoftheweightinthesyllable.Thisarises廿om

thefeaturethataconsonantdoesn'toccurindependentlynorafteravowelexceptfora

particularsyllablesuchasasyllabicnasalorageminateconsonant.

TheEnglishsyllablestructureinwhichaconsonantoccursafteravowelaswell

remarkablyenhancestheindependentquality,inotherwords,theweightofaconsonant.

comparedwithaJapanesecounterpart.Inthelanguageofthiskindofsyllablestructure.

thespeakerscannotbutdevelopanacuteconsciousnessofconsonants.Fromthevery

natureofthings,theEnglishlanguageshouldinevitablybesinglesoundletters,thatis.
Romanletters.

ThesyllableformsofEnglishhavegreaterabundancethanthoseofJapanese.This

situationresultspartlyfromthefactthatEnglishhasmorekindsoflongvowelsand

diphthongs,butmostly廿omtheenormousamountofconsonantclusters.

Inconsequence,thereareinnumerablemonosyllabicwordsinEnglishbutveryfewin

Japanese.JapanesemonosyllabicwordshavesuchsimpleCVstructuresthattheyproduce

vagueandweakimpressionstothelisteners・Accordingly,inordernottodisruptthe

communication,forexample,'ta(ricepaddy)','"a(greens,greenvegetables)','"α
(name)','/(load)','ne(root)',cannotbutbeexpressedindifferentwordssuchas
‘/α"加，，‘"噸pa¥'"α碗αe¥'nimotsu¥and'neﾙﾙo',forthepurposeofstrengtheningthe

impressionsofthesewords.

SinceJapanesemonosyllabicwordsareoflittlerealuse,mostofthewordsaretwoor

moresyllables・InEnglishtheCVCsyllablestructureswhichproducevariouskindsof

combinationsgivethelistenersavividanddeepimpressionsothattheyfulfilltheirproper

functionsofcommunication・Thesyllableendingwithaconsonantattainscompletion,

whichmeansevenamono-syllabicwordcanfullyperformitspart.Thesyllableending

withavowel,however,lackssomethingofcompletionandtwosyllablesmustbecombined

tocarryouttheduties.

Whensuccessivesyllablesturnintowordsandsentences,therearisesanotable

differencebetweenJapaneseandEnglish.Japanesesyllablesare,asageneralrule,CV*
へへへへ

CVoCV'CV-CV,andEnglishCVCCVCCVCCVCCVC.The'CVconnectionofJapanese
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isfarcloserthan'VC.TheisolatedqualitiesofJapanesesyllablesaresostrongin

themselvesthattheirboundariesarealwaysperceivedratherclearly・Howevermany
syllablesmaycontinue,theysoundlikeasuccessionofdots,notaline・Themoststriking

generalfeatureofJapanesepronunciationisits'staccatôrhythm・Theauditoryimpression
ofanyphraseisofarapidpatteringsuccessionofmoreorlesssharplydefinedfractions,all

ofaboutthesamelength.Ontheotherhand,Englishsyllableshaveaconsonantateach

end,andtheytendtomergewithaconsonantatthebeginningofthenextsyllable.

Consequentlytheboundariesofsyllablesbecomesovaguethatthecone-shapedsyllables

cannotbutformawavyline,notasuccessionofdotsasinJapanese.Theauditory

impressionofanyEnglishphraseisofits'ﾉ電ato'rhythm.

InEnglishabundantinmonosyllabicwords,avowelshouldbeemphasizedinorderto

conveyastrongimpressionoftheword・ItispracticallyimpossibletomaketheCVC

syllablecomposedofconsonantsin廿ontandbehindstandoutprominentlybymeansofthe

heightofasound・Itmusthaverecoursetothestrengthofasound.Itnaturallyfollowsthat

Englishhas'stressaccent'.

InJapanesescarceinmonosyllabicwords,thepolysyllablesofCVstructurearesoclose-

knitthattheemphasisonaspecificvowelcannotgiveawordgreatprominence，Never-

theless,itistechnicallyimpossibletoemphasizeallthevowelsineachsyllableof

polysyllabicwords・SinceJapanesesyllablesappearasasuccessionofdots,itmustbe

shownthatsomeofthedotshaveoneunityaswordsandclauses.Thepausesbetweena

wordandaword,andaclauseandaclausemustalsobedistinct.Forthatpurpose,'stress

accent'toemphasizeonlyonespecificsyllableisnotgoodenough.Thisistheveryreasonwhy

Japanesehasrecourseto'pitchaccent'.

Themeaningofawordisclarifiedby'stressaccent'inEnglishandby'pitchaccent'in

Japaneseasfollows:

ThatwhitehouseistheWhiteHouse.

Heisacriminallawyer,(alawyerspecializingincriminalcases)
Heisacnminallawyer,(alawyerwhoisguiltyofacrime)

ngj万応"keru(giveaname)
na~i2な"〃eru(picklegreens)
yα"αルα、血｣函咋ta(Thesunroseabovethemountain.)

yα"'α勉、万~腔咋ta(Thefirebrokeoutinthemountain.)
katai工厩/(ahardstone)

katail¥shi(adeterminedwill)

karewa_趣圧応砺otoosﾙ"eiru(Heiskeepingsomethingfromme.)
karewα洞kushigotoos〃"eiru(Helivesbyhispen.)

InJapanese,asshownabove,thedifferenceinmeaningbetweenthemonosyllabicas

wellaspolysyllabicwordscanbeelucidatedbymeansof'pitchaccent'.Suchaningenious
meansmaynotbedreamedofinEnglish.Itoccursveryoftenthataphonemiccontrast

whichdoesnotexistasacontrastinthenativelanguageandwhichshouldbeexpectedto
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constituteamajorproblemisactuallynotaproblemintheperceptionofsounds.Perception
ofthecontrastmaytakeplacethroughsomeaccompanyingfeaturewhich,although
phonemicinthenativelanguage,intheforeignlanguageisnonphonemic.

ThecontrastbetweenEnglish/i/asinseatand/I/asinsitdoesnotexistinJapanese

andwouldbeexpectedtoconstituteapronunciationproblembothinspeakingandin
listening.YetJapanesespeakerswillidentifythetwosoundsreadilywhenthosesounds
arepresentedinminimalcontrast・InmostsituationsEnglish/i/islongerthan/I/,

althoughthisdifferenceinlengthcanbeprovednottobeaphonemicfeature.Theproofis
verysimple.Onecanspeakthewordseatquiteshortandthewordsitquitelong,andthey
willstillremaintwodistinctwordsforEnglishspeakers・Iflengthandnotvowelquality
wei℃phonemic,thetwowordswouldhaveeventuallybeenconfusedbynativespeakers.
Thequalityofthetwovowelsisthedecidingphonemicfeature.TheJapanesespeaker
cannothearclearlythisdifferenceinquality,buthehearsadifferenceinlength,because
vowellengthisphonemicinJapanese.Inotherwords,thelengthenedpartofaJapanese
voweltakesanamountoftimeforasyllable,thatis,constitutesonesyllable.

Conclusion

Theconcludinglistbelowisthesummaryofwhatisstatedsofarfromtheviewpointof
thesyllablesofbothlanguages.

English Japanese

fundamentalsyliablestructure CVC:closedsyliable CV:opensyllable

syliableform numerous scarce

boundariesofsyllables clear vague

syliablecombination wavy successionofdots

monosyllabicword numerous scarce

consonantindependentquality strong weak

weightofconsonant much little

vowellength notalwaysphonemic alwaysphonemic

letter
monosyllabiccharacter syllabicsymbol

wordaccent stressaccent pitchaccent

sentencerhythm legato staccato

EnglishandJapanesearephoneticallyopposedtoeachotherinvariousaspects・Itis
obviousthatthisresultsfromthefundamentaldifferenceinthesyllablestructui℃s
themselves.
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日英語音節の比較分析

鳥居英男

外国語を耳にした時、一般にひとはその外国語の音声最小単位即ち音素は聞こえていない。実は母国語が聞こ

えているのである。外国語に於ける音素上の相違が、もし母国語に同種の相違が無ければ、その識別聴取能力は

欠落する。例えば「レジャー」という音が聞こえた時､/lesa*/(leisure)か/ledsa-/(ledger)なのか判別するのは

学習者にとって困難である。日本語では／3／と、/d3/は音素的相違が無いからである。一方、「オジサン」と

｢オジーサン」の区別が日本語初級の英語話者にとって難しいことがある。英語のI¥lとIllの違いが、母音の

長さではなく音質であることが、その主な原因である。

事程左様に、外国語学習では母国語との対比は一つの有効な手段である。本稿では「音節｣の分野の基本的な

範購で比較分析した。両言語は音韻学上種々の面で対照的だが、音節構造の相違がその根底にあることは明白で

ある。
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