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Life-education and bioethics in girl students

Mariko UEenHArA
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Summary

I carried out questionnaire investigation to 150 girl students in Teikyo junior college. The contents of questionnaire
were knowledge before lectures and opinions after lectures to relate to bioethics problems. The tendency was already
recognized after entrance to school for half a year that both knowledge and a way of thinking of students were
different by each course that trained a school nurse / a dietician. As a whole, students of a dietician course were
rational and thought biologically and could let themselves fit reality and society, but students of a school nurse course
tended to make much of personal dignity and right. Although 60% of students were educated about DNA and
Minamata, only 20% of students were educated about natural selection and Thalidomide embryopathy. As for the
knowledge of hygiene before a lecture, there were many differences between students. As a whole, students lacked
knowledge of a bioethics such as terminal care.

When I questioned about bioethics problems after lectures, 90% of students denied about using thalidomide again.
About organ transplantation in brain death, 30% of all students were negation, and negation was 7% with students of
a dietician course particularly. 40% of students denied about the cultured artificial organs. Only 10% of students denied
about euthanasia and death with dignity. It was 60% of students that assume a start of life a fertilized egg. Judging
from right to live, 40% of them thought that they should not accept a prenatal diagnosis. This tendency was high
particularly in a school nurse course. A ratio of such girl students was higher than that of medicine students, doctors or
commoners in other investigations. It is thought that these results show motherly strength of girl students and a sharp
sense for life and death.
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