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Use of PC's for Translation : Experiences for Three Languages

Kunio Suwa, M.D., Keiichi Tachihara, Tohru Ohtsuka,M.B. Hitoshi Ishida, Ph.D.

Department of Clinical Engineering, Faculty of Life-care, Teikyo Junior College

Abstract
Personal experiences of using a PC for translation of books and articles were presented.
Materials: Materials applied were two medical books in English each of which contained some 200KB , two
scientific articles written in German of 15 and 25 KB, and a classic book written in old Japanese language, entitled
"Hokuetsu-seppu” originally published around 1840 holding some 300 KB.
Use of a PC: For translating such large volume of materials, intelligent use of PC is mandatory. Actual techniques
applied include scanning of the original text into a PC, application of OCR, translation by software, and use of
hypertext. With such process, all materials are contained in the authors’ PC and the authors were always free from
the regular printed book, limiting the work entirely to their PC's.
Use of editor software, rather than regular word processor software, improved the ease of writing markedly in
its speed and in the application of hypertext using a file-linkage technique. The result of the translated book,
"Hokuetsu-Seppu" is being presented in the Internet with the condition of the Creative Commons, meaning that the
users are free to use the material as long as they avoid using it commercially.

The electronic files of this book were distributed to some 350 friends and acquaintances of the authors, 60 of
which responding to these gifts. The ratio was less than 20% , yet 60 responses are considerably larger than that the
authors’ experiences in presenting books, because in the usual form of books the number of copies to be presented
as gifts is limited to less than hundred due to the cost, thereby limiting the response to always less than 20.
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