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Implications and issues of student participation
- The critical thinking of neo-liberalistic university governance -
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abstract

This paper discusses issues of current reform in Tertiary Education(TE), particularly in terms of student
participation to university governance. According to OECD publication printed in 2008, so called neo-liberalistic
reform of TE at global level is to steer by external stakeholder and to have research and development in Tertiary
Educational Institutions(TEIs) be consistent with economic policy. In this regard, university governance in Japan
is distinguishing because of highly emphasis on it. In market mechanism oriented governance in TEIs, students as
a consumer is no more than passive position there. However they should be in its proper position for activation
of research and development in TEIs. Thereby it could not only increase social meaning of TEIs but be important
for students to grow up during their adolescence. In the latter of this, I argue university governance for academic
freedom, autonomy of TEIs and student participation based on a case of academic governance in Nagoya university.
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