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Assessment of a “Difficult” Child Focusing on Positive
Behavior: Through Episodic Description by Preschool
Teachers

Motoko IGARASHI *
* Department of Early Childhood Education, Teikyo Junior College

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to find a new perspective on assessment of a “difficult” child by focusing on positive
behavior. Episodic description by preschool teachers was analyzed using KJ-method. And using this data, I figured
out how preschool teachers understand a “difficult” child behavior. The result provided 3 perspectives: @O the
presence of trust relationships between a “difficult” child and preschool teacher @ multilateral understanding
about the child ® significance of the group child care. Introducing the 3 points of view will have a structure of
assessment to a “difficult” child expanded and bring new prospects into a practice of early childhood care and
education.

Keywords : “a difficult child”, episodic description, the understanding of children, assessment, support to early
childhood care and education



