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A Thought on the Blood Pressure on Giraffes as Guided from
the Test Results to Students

Kunio Suwa, Hitoshi Ishida, Keiichi Tachihara

Abstract

Giraffes are known to be hypertensive. In one test to students, we have had them estimate the degree of this
hypertension. The estimated value ranged from 80 to 600 mmHg, its mean and SD being 250 and 150 mmHg,
respectively. Review of articles revealed that, with regards to the blood flow to the head of giraffes, there are
still controversies such as siphon theory stating the continuous blood column pulling the arterial flow up
without much energy-loss obtained the venous flow running down back to the heart, or water-fall theory
stating the arterial flow reaching the top of the head then flow down within the vein to the heart just like a

water-fall. Neither of the two theories have not been proven so far.
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