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Analyzing relationships and dialogue among children
with and without special needs (1)
—— Focus on children who act in the same group as a
child with special needs ——

Motoko IGARASHI" + Gaku MIYAMA?

1) Teikyo Junior college 2) Aich Prefectural University

[Abstract]
[Purpose] The purpose of this study was to present a process in which children with and without special needs
were able to engage in dialogue focusing on approaches of children who acted in the same group as a child with
special needs. In addition, we considered how kindergarten teachers supported in the interaction among children
with and without special needs.
[Methods] This is a qualitative study, adopting semi-structured interviews with a kindergarten teacher. The data
was analyzed by using SCAT (Steps for Coding And Theorization) .
[Results] The children who acted in the same group as a child with special needs tried to tell their request to the
child with special needs through trial and error. As a result, the children found an effective way to communicate
to the child with special needs and checked whether the method was appropriate or not with the kindergarten
teacher. While the children repeatedly confirmed the response of the child with special needs, they became more
effective at eliciting that child's response. After that, the children helped each other until the child with special
needs responded. By continuing those approaches of the children, they became to understand the child's with
special needs preference, attitude and feeling, and they began to speak out frankly accepting the feelings of the
child with special needs. Then, the child with special needs told his difficulties of the classroom activities to the
children under encouragement from the teacher. They had a view of the classroom activities, wished to do them
together, and engaged in dialogue.
[Discussion/Conclusion] We considered that it was important for the kindergarten teacher to set up the daily
classroom activities and to encourage interactions between the children with and without special needs until the
children kept trying to understand the child with special needs.

[Key words] dialogue, an efficacy of eliciting a child’s with special needs, understanding of others, sharing
wishes



