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Relativism in Japanese culture and
its meaning in the modern world

Noboru ISHII
Teikyo Junior College

[Abstract]

The purpose of this study is to examine several formative factors of relativism in Japanese culture and to find out
the meanings of such a character in the modern world.

The first formative factor is the unique Jomon culture in the world history and its influence on ensuing Japanese
culture. The second formative factor is the distinctive view of life built Jopan's its long history which is called “the
grain-seafood model” without cattle breeding. And the third formative factor is Japan's selective adoption of various
elements in advanced civilizations in the world without adopting the principles behind each civilization.

This relativism in Japanese culture, which doesn't insist on any fundamental principles, has brought rich cultural
results, and therefore, should be evaluated positively, especially in modern society.

[Key words] Japanese culture, relativism, a new cultural model



