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Historical changes in Japanese Anatomical Art

Yoshiko KOORI * Kenichiro TANABE ¢ Toshiro ODA

Department of Life Care, Teikyo junior college

[abstract]

The Renaissance movement revived art that pursued realism, and a new discipline called "art anatomy," which
delved into art from a medical perspective was born.

In Japan, Chinese medicine was the mainstream until modern times, and Western medicine was imported in the late
Edo period.

Immediately after the publication of "Kaitai Shinsho" in 1774, Western medicine spread quickly. The reason
for this spread is that all doctors were looking forward to the progress of medicine. In order to achieve intense
treatment, doctors delved into medicine from an artistic point of view and developed the "Anatomical Art".

Until the ancient Yayoi period, models of human bodies were made for use in rituals. Although they were humanoid
models, they lacked the ability to express the details of the human body.

From the Kofun period onwards, Buddhist art became popular, which eventually led to a Japanese style, and
many imitations of the human body and Buddhist statues, which are models of the human body, were created.
Protruding muscles show elements of artistic anatomy.

In the Edo period, medical science should have developed along with the times. However, oriental medicine
strode about at that time, and Chinese culture kept obscure of artistic anatomy in the illustrations, for better or
worse.

In the late Edo period, Japanese doctors finally obtained and deciphered Western anatomical books, but the
method of reproduction had to be precise when transmitting these books. Thus, the techniques of painters were
adopted and artists participated in the medical texts, giving birth to anatomical art. This section examines the

evolution of this anatomical art.

[Key words] Artistic Anatomy, Kaitai-Shinsho, Seikotsu-Shinsho
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