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The Maternal Principle of Japanese Culture
and its Meaning

Noboru ISHII

Teikyo Junior College

[abstract]

This paper examines the "the maternal principle character" of Japanese culture from several angles, including
its historical background, and considers its meaning in today's international society, where "paternal principle
character"” is strong. The paternal principle is characterized by the function of "cutting" and divides everything into
subject and object, good and evil etc. The maternal principle has the property of "encapsulating" everything and
treats everything equally that wraps. The various religions and cultures of the world work with fusion of these two
principles, but in many cases, one is dominant and the other is oppressed.

Japanese culture has an overwhelmingly strong maternal characteristic. Religiously, monotheism such as
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam has a strong paternal character, and polytheism has a strong maternal character.
Since the Jomon period, Japan has been blessed with abundant nature and forests, and has fostered a polytheistic
culture with a strong maternal principle. This is clearly reflected in the psychological structure of "amae" and the
social structure of "vertical society" of modern Japan.

It can be said that the modern international community is driven by the dynamics of the paternal principle, which
drags on the negative legacy of the history of hostility, struggle and exclusion in Western Europe. In this situation,
Japan should be fully aware of the meaning of the culture of the maternal principle that it has inherited, and it is an

important task to seek out the positive meaning of how to utilize it in the future world.

[Key words] Japanese culture, maternal principle, paternal principle, amae, vertical society



