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Advice and Control of the Prefectural Military Administration
Departments in the Reform of Education under Occupation

——With Focus on Kyoiku Jiho, an education magazine—

Masayuki KIMORI

Department of Living Science, Teikyo Junior College

[abstract]

Educational reforms in Allied-occupied Japan were promoted by the General Headquarters, Supreme
Commander for the Allied Powers (GHQ/SCAP). In the provinces, however, the Civil Information and Educational
Section of the Prefectural Military Administration Department (the Department), which was placed in each of the
prefectures throughout the country, was directly responsible for instructing, advising, and supervising educational
administrators and educators. The Department of each prefecture implemented various measures, such as school
visits, lectures, and data collection, to steadily implement the educational directives of the GHQ/SCAP and to
advance educational reforms. In particular, the Department effectively used, in addition to the means mentioned
above, the Kyoiku Jiho, an education-related magazine that was edited and published by the Tokyo Bureau of
Education. The Department used this magazine from the time of its first publication to provide education-related
information necessary to promote educational reforms under occupation and to convey its intentions to educators
and other relevant personnel.

Kydiku Jiho’s smooth acceptance and handling of contributions and materials from the Department, the
composition of the magazine, and the writings of its editors provide insights into the Bureau of Education’s
considerations in the context of the occupier-occupied relations, as well as its constructive attitude toward

educational reform under occupation.

[Key words] Educational reforms in Allied-occupied Japan, Prefectural Military Administration Departments,
Kyoiku Jiho



