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A Change on kindergarten teachers’ understanding for Animal
Assisted Education in Kindergarten

Rieko NAGAI « Ayako MIZOGUCHI

Department of Early Childhood Education, Teikyo Junior Collage

[abstract]
[Purpose] Animal Assisted Education has been doing at Teikyo Megumi Kindergarten for 15 years since 2006
under the leadership of Animal Assisted System Laboratory in Teikyo University of Science. The kindergarten
children and their parents are very much interested in this program and also we provide the special experience for
children who live in the middle part of the city.
In this program, the main leaders are students of Teikyo University of Science, helping them the kindergarten
teachers. We believe however more kindergarten teachers’ assistances are very important to get good achievement
on this program.
This report, we tried to clarify about modification of teachers’ consciousness for Animal Assisted Education
through support of the educational activities. This will enable for teachers to work on this special educational
program better.
[methods] We tried to make sure of this kindergarten teachers’ understanding for this program by questionnaires
and interviews of them.
[Results] We found as a result it is very important work to help children by kindergarten teachers in this program.
Children who are afraid of animals can get courage by the help of kindergarten teachers. Without a doubt, their help
is the most important thing to achieve this educational program gradually. However, kindergarten teachers hesitate
to give their opinions on this program because they are not the specialists though they know the growth of children
and the developmental stage very well. In order to develop this educational program, it is necessary to recommend
appropriateness to present animals according to age by teachers who know about children’s development.
[ Discussion/Conclusion] Kindergarten teachers who have long career want a time to get talk with the staff of
Teikyo University of Science to create program better. However, it is difficult to get the opportunity to discuss
about this program with the staff of Animal Assisted System Laboratory. Even if we say so, it is necessary to
deepen this program, to build good relationship with them. Kindergarten teachers who spend with children
every day and know about children very well can help to evolve this program finally. We expect to make better

relationship with the staff of Animal Assisted System Laboratory to get more outcome on this program.
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