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Narratives of childcare in the COVID-19 calamity and their
connection to the idea of inclusive classroom

——From an interview study with Early Childhood Education and Care teachers—

Motoko IGARASHI

Department of Early Childhood Education, Teikyo Junior College

[abstract]
[Purpose] In the COVID-19 calamity, nursery schools were forced to make numerous changes in order to take
measures to prevent the spread of infection. This report first summarizes the social trends in Japan and the process
of communication to childcare facilities by the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare, and shows what kind of
infection control measures were required of ECEC teachers. The report then describes how the teachers developed
their care. Next, through the interviews with the teachers, I described how the children who needed special
care spent their time, and discussed how the idea of inclusive classroom was connected to the childcare at the
COVID-19 calamity.
[Methods] Group interviews were conducted with ECEC teachers who agreed to cooperate in the interview
survey (a total of six teachers from two nursery schools) based on a questionnaire survey of public nursery schools
in the Tokyo regarding the effects of COVID-19 and the care of children with special needs. Afterwards, we
prepared verbatim transcripts of the group interviews and organized the topics and episodes that emerged.
[Results] In both nursery schools A and B, changes in the childcare environment revealed other aspects of the
children that needed to be taken into consideration, which led to a reevaluation of the previous childcare. For
example, by considering what events such as the field day meant to the children, they were able to change the
content of the events to make them more enjoyable, and they would like to reflect this in the management of events
for the next year. Even though there are limitations, many of the teachers talked about finding what they can do
within those limitations, reading the present from the accumulation of the children's past, and looking toward the
future.
[ Discussion/Conclusion] Restricting present actions for the sake of infection control is common to the narratives
of risk societies that talk about the present from a predetermined future. In contrast, even in the case of the
COVID-19 calamity, the teachers spoke about children and childcare from the past and present to the future. In
addition, their narratives included questioning conventional childcare. If inclusive childcare means that no one is
excluded and that each child's opinion is respected, then it is necessary to carefully grasp the thoughts and feelings
of the children that have accumulated from the past to the present, transform the childcare of the moment, and
connect them to the future. In terms of grasping children on the time axis of past, present, and future, and creating
childcare, the possibility of connecting the childcare activities of teachers reconfirmed in the COVID-19 calamity
with the philosophy of inclusive childcare was shown.

[Key words] COVID-19 calamity, infection control measures, changes of childcare, the narratives of risk

societies, inclusive childcare
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