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[abstract]
[Purpose] Japan is becoming more multicultural, and many children with foreign roots are enrolled in nursery
schools. In the industrial area of Echizen City, Fukui Prefecture, the percentage of foreigners is over 15%. We
visited Echizen City in 2019 and spoke with the directors of the nursery schools. At that time, they said, "As the
number of foreign children increased, the conventional childcare system did not work well, and we went through
trial and error. In the process, we got rid of the conventional concept of childcare. By learning more about this story
and the changes in the awareness of the caregivers due to the inclusion of children with foreign roots, we thought it
would be helpful to create a place for inclusive childcare.
[Method] A group interview was conducted using Zoom for about 60 minutes. The content of the questions was
made known to the research collaborators in advance, and they responded about the difficulties they felt when the
children with foreign roots entered the nursery school, the reason why they decided to change the childcare, and
specific methods.
[Results] The results of the interviews are as follows. There were situations where the conventional methods of
childcare did not work, so we started with just playing. However, as she struggled with the question of whether this
was the right way to go, she noticed the differences in the cultural backgrounds of the children and realized that the
values she had cultivated included cultural backgrounds in the way she interacted with them and talked to them.
By confronting these differences in values and culture, she was able to rethink the meaning of childcare situations
themselves, rather than trying to accommodate one or the other.
[ Discussion] The situations that support inclusive childcare were presented as follows. (1) When conventional
childcare does not work, it is possible to recognize common sense and differences through dialogue with others
and oneself, and to reassess values. (2) Rather than trying to reconcile differences in values and opinions, we can
review the nature of the roles of those in question. (3) A situation exists on a daily basis where all opinions can be
spoken and listened to with ease, and childcare workers can continue to question and change their own childcare

together with their peers.

[Key words] Multiculturalism, inclusive childcare, changing the mindset of childcare workers.



