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Changes in class including children with special support needs,
and the relationship between childcare workers

——Based on the interview survey at a new nursery school—

Mami SHIRATORI " - Michio KOJIMA?

1) Department of Early Childhood Education, Teikyo Junior College 2) University of Tsukuba

[abstract]
[Purpose] Since the restriction on the establishment of nursery schools was abolished in 2000, many new nursery
schools have been established. There has been very little research on newly established nursery schools, and more
and more nursery schools are being built in urban areas, such as those that do not have a yard and those that are
in apartments. According to the National Council for Childcare (2016), in addition to children with disabilities,
as many as 80% of all childcare centers have children who have not been diagnosed with disabilities but require
special support. With this background, we decided to clarify the changes of children in the class including children
with special needs in a newly established nursery school through an interview survey with childcare workers.
[Methods] In a newly established nursery school, six childcare workers who were involved with the two- and
three-year-old classes where children with special needs were enrolled were targeted. A total of five surveys were
conducted over a period of about one and a half years, and the changes in the two- and three-year-old classes were
clarified through interviews with the childcare workers. The content of the interviews included the state of the
class, including the relationship between the children and their growth, what difficulties the childcare workers were
facing and how they were solving them, and what they were paying attention to in their childcare.
[Results] As a result of the M-GTA analysis, 4 core categories, 9 categories, and 26 concepts were generated. As
for the changes in the children in these classes, it became clear that the children changed from a period of exploring
each other to a form of acknowledging each other.
[ Discussion/Conclusion] The childcare workers were experiencing difficulties, but were still trying to find specific
childcare methods through trial and error. While giving individual attention to children with special needs, it was
suggested that getting through the events and not overworking the children were effective in changing the children
in the class. In addition, one of the factors related to the difficulties felt by the childcare workers, the concept of not
being able to provide the childcare they want, is an issue common to newly established nursery schools that are in

the process of examining their childcare methods, including the composition of the environment.

[Key words] Children with special needs, newly established daycare centers, changes in children in the classroom,

inclusive education



