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Kindergarten curriculum organization

—Curriculum guideline revisions and five aspects early childhood educational aims—

Hideaki MISHIMA - Ayako MIZOGUCHI

Department of Early Childhood Education, Teikyo Junior College

[abstract]
[Objectives] Kindergartens are international institutions for systematically providing education for facilitating
young children’s development. Kindergarten teachers support children by gaining the required experiences for
self-development through spending time with children. Kindergarten curriculums are organized by content and
goals based on children’s life experience and development, from the perspective of the total education period, from
the entrance to graduation from kindergarten. This study investigated the conditions resulting from curriculum
organization.
[Methods] The authors and kindergarten teachers held several workshops to develop a common perception of
curriculums and developed two drafts based on weekly and daily plans and childcare records for the past three
years, one draft by the authors and the other by the teachers. After review meetings, we subsequently developed
a curriculum by comparing the two drafts to confirm if the drafts expressed the goals and contents of revised
guidelines appropriately, including the aims of the five aspects early childhood educational aims- and qualities and
abilities to be developed in preschool education.
[Results] Discussions with teachers indicated that teachers’ “goals” changed based on the “period” of each child’s
age. Teachers are expected to develop curriculums and teaching plans based on the goals and aims of five aspects
early childhood educational aims however, focusing on a specific goal for a specific period might be more effective
for achieving proactive, interactive, and deep learning.
[Discussion] Curriculums express the concrete aims and contents of education for the situation of children in
each period. The authors engaged in education outside the kindergarten participated in the organizational process,
and clarified the aims and contents of the curriculum by explaining the basis of educational “goals” in this study.
Moreover, teachers proactively listened to others’ opinions and examined their ideas’ appropriateness to clarify
the basis of the goals. This process resulted in cooperation among kindergarten staff and contributed to improved
management of the kindergarten.

[Key words] kindergarten,curriculum, five domains



