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Classroom Practice of Universal Design Project
at Teikyo Junior College

— From a class on childcare for children with disabilities
in the Department of Child Education —

Motoko IGARASHI
Teikyo Junior College (Department of Early Childhood Education)

Abstract

This report is a summary of the "Teikyo Junior College Universal Design Project"
undertaken by students of the Child Education major in the "Care of Children
with Disabilities" class in academic year 2022. Universal design refers to the design
of environments that are easy for anyone to use, and has become familiar to us
as "anyone can use the restroom" and "station slopes'". Its historical background
and ideas are also important for the care of children with disabilities, and the aim
of this project was to deepen the students' understanding of "universal design"
through their participation in this project. The students formed groups of three
to five members and began by surveying the living environment at their own
junior college. In the course of group discussions, the students began to broaden
their perspective to designs for public spaces outside of the college and for
practical training sites, and they also began to imagine the difficulties faced by
those considered to be minorities, such as those with disabilities. In this project,
the first 15 minutes of each class were allocated for group activities to provide
an opportunity for continuous dialogue. This seemed to make it possible for the
students to notice the differences in perceptions and perspectives with their peers

and further deepen their thinking, even when dealing with a single theme.

Keyword : Universal Design, Care of children with disabilities, dialogue
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