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The Significance and Issues of the Yogo teacher System in Japan

——Comparing similar occupations in other countries——

Miki I

Department of Living Science,Teikyo Junior College

[abstract]
[Purpose] The Yogo teacher system is a unique Japanese system, and its duties are stipulated in the School
Education Law as “overseeing the health of students”. The system, which began as a nursing profession under
the name of “school nurse”, became an educational profession under the name of “Yogo Kundo” after several
revisions. After the war, as GHQ continued to make changes, the system was based on the American school health
and school nurse system, but with the results and expectations of the previous Yogo Kundo, it became the current
form of Yogo teacher, which is different from the American-style SN system.
Meanwhile, in other countries, a system has been established in which SN, SC, and SSW professionals respond to
students based on the expertise of their duties.
Therefore, the aim of this study was to re-examine the Japanese Yogo teacher system by comparing it with similar
occupations in other countries, and to clarify its significance and issues.
[Results] In this paper, we confirmed the job content and status of similar occupations in South Korea, China, the
United States, the United Kingdom, and Australia. First of all, in many countries, the duties of the SN and SC are
clearly divided, with the SN dealing with first aid and the SC dealing with consultations, in consideration of the
expertise of each field when dealing with students. The duties of the school nurse in Korea and the school doctor in
China are also clearly divided, in the same way as the SN in other countries. In addition, nurses' qualifications are
required for school nurses and health teachers, and there was a difference in terms of the qualifications that form
the basis of their duties compared to Yogo teachers. In this way, when compared to other countries, it was clear that
the scope of duties of Yogo teachers in Japan is wide, and that they respond comprehensively and cross-sectionally
to issues related to school health and students.
[Discussion] The way in which Yogo teachers respond comprehensively and cross-sectionally to issues related
to school health and students, and the way in which they are positioned as the 'jack of all trades' in schools, can
be seen as ideal for students. However, it can also be inferred that this is why Yogo teachers feel overburdened
with a sense of responsibility and a sense of being overworked. It may be necessary to promote measures such as
the deployment of multiple Yogo teachers and the appointment of specialist child support teachers in Yokohama
City. In addition, while making the most of the strengths of Yogo teachers, it may be possible to clarify the lines
of their duties by making them the central point of active collaboration with reference to other countries, such as
by placing school counselors and social workers at the center of consultation activities and having Yogo teachers
act as the contact point for various matters, making the most of the advantages of their duties, and placing the
main emphasis on coordination. To this end, I thought that it would be possible to gain more useful suggestions by
further investigating the details of how similar occupations such as school counselors and health teachers in other
countries work together with general teachers and other professionals to deal with issues.

[Key words] Yogo teacher , Similar occupations , School Health



