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Emerging from the musical tendencies of children's songs
Reflections on the acquisition of piano skills

Mayuko WAKAHARA

Department of Early Child Education, Teikyo Junior College

[abstract]

[Purpose] For students who aim to become childcare workers in the future, the acquisition of a certain level of
piano skills is indispensable for facing childcare in the field, and the need to acquire skills has not changed even
today. In addition, it is not uncommon for nursery teacher training colleges to be dominated by piano beginners at
the time of admission. However, despite this background, students are required to acquire and become proficient in
piano playing techniques during a limited period of time while at university. Therefore, by focusing on the melody
of the children's songs that teachers should learn, we searched for clues for teaching piano from the tendency of the
music.

[Methods] The subject of the survey is the songs and sheet music published in "140 Years of Children's Singing
and Nursery Rhymes in Japan (Compiled by the National Association of University Music Education)" and its

nn nn

sheet music. For each song, a list of "tonality," "range," "time signature," "number of bars," "tempo," and "other"
was created and analyzed. Based on the prepared table, we identified the students' issues and examined teaching
methods according to the tasks.

[Results] The songs listed were, in descending order, "F major," "C major," and "D major." Since there is a bias in
tonality, it is necessary to provide guidance that reduces resistance to these keys. In addition, there are many songs
in 4/4 time and 2/4 time, but there are songs in 3/4 time that have been familiar for a long time, so it is necessary
to actively increase the repertoire of songs in 3 time while still in school. In addition, we identified issues for each
item in the created list and proposed teaching methods.

[Dscussion] Learning tasks were indicated for each of the items in the created table, "tonality," "range," "time

nn

signature,”" "number of bars," "tempo," and "other." It is possible to focus on the points that are common to many
learners, and to show the appropriate teaching method for beginners to the piano based on the tendencies and
characteristics of the music, which will lead to efficient learning for students at childcare training schools who need

to acquire skills in a short period of time.

[Key words] Piano accompaniment, Children's Songs, Piano performance instruction



