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[abstract]

Dissecting the human body and accurately knowing the location and structure of organs is as important as
knowing the functions of those organs for the education of doctors. To this end, students who aspire to become
doctors are required to actually perform dissections of human bodies. However, human dissection was prohibited
in both the East and the West until the 19th century historically.

After the Renaissance, actual human dissections were carried out and accurate dissection texts were published.
The influence of this movement extended to Japan, and human body dissections began to be carried out in Japan.
However, from the end of the Edo period to the Meiji and Taisho eras, and for a while after World War 11, the
bodies submitted for autopsy were mainly those who died in executions, those who died while traveling, and the
elderly people without relatives.

The Post-wold war II, Corps Autopsy and Preservation Law was enacted, and it became legal for doctors to
dissect human bodies. The Medical Examiner's Office, established by the postwar GHQ, confirmed that there was
no crime, and handled unclaimed bodies. The body mentioned above was distributed to medical and dental schools
that requested it through the Anatomical Body Council, whose headquarters was established within the University
of Tokyo. However, as the number of medical and dental schools increased after the war, there was a shortage
of cadavers for practical training, and cadavers that had been pathologically dissected even were also used for
practical training.

Approximately 20 years later from post war, the body donation movement by benefactors who wanted their
bodies to be used for student education after their death became popular, and each university began to have its own
benefactor organization. As a result, the bodies of donator were appropriated for dissections for the purpose of
educating doctors.

However, there have been cases for student education in recent years where bodies are being supplied in excess
of what is needed. As a reason, recent social trends such as nuclear families, the tendency for families to pass on
graves has decreased, and people are now requesting burial at universities after autopsies. Under this situation, the
significance of the existence of the Anatomy Body Council handled dead travelers has diminished.

This paper will explain this situation, focusing on the activities of the Anatomical Body Council in the Kanto

area, and will explain these new issues that have arisen.

[Key words] Gross anatomy, unidentified bodies considered to be travelers, donator, body donation, Anatomy
Corpse Council
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